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Monaghan Local Action Group

This project funded the development of a Community Plan and Strategy for the
Errigal Truagh area of County Monaghan. The study was commissioned by
Truagh Development Association and undertaken by MCA Consulting

Ba mhor againn cuidiu a thug na gniomhaireachtai seo luaite : Gripa Forbartha
AitiGil Forbairt Chomhthaite Mhuineachdin Theoranta , Comhairle Chontae
Mhuineachan , an Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail chomh maith le Ciste
Eorpach Talamhaiochta le Forbartha Tacaiochta aituila don Scéim seo a chuir i
bfheidhm

We would like to acknowledge the assistance of Monaghan Local Action Group
(LAG), Monaghan Integrated Development, Monaghan County Council, the
Minister and Department of Rural and Community Development and ‘The
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development: Europe investing in rural
areas’ in funding this project.

2 .

5 o Rialtas na hEireann

&W Government of Ireland

b The European Agricultural Fund

for Rural Development:
Europe investing in rural areas

Funded by the Department of Rural and Community Development



1. Introduction

Truagh Development Association CLG contracted the services of MCA Consulting to
undertake the development of a co-ordinated area-based community plan for Truagh,
including needs analysis, feasibility study and the preparation of a community plan for the
area. Truagh Development Association acting as lead partner has commissioned this piece
of work involving the community as a whole (including community groups, sporting and
voluntary organisations, businesses, service providers, and social enterprises within Truagh)
as well as statutory agencies.

The purpose of the master document, Errigal Truagh Community Plan 2019-2023, is to
provide a roadmap for priority projects for the area and to develop a central resource in
terms of data and profile of the area, together with a comprehensive consultation that could
be used by organisations in the greater Truagh area for subsequently use to substantiate
need and lever funding from a variety of funding programmes and agencies over the next 5
years.

The document provides a very comprehensive profile of the area, an outline of the
methodology employed in its preparation and analysis of the key findings from the
consultation process. A suite of actions categorised under appropriate headings have been
devised to provide a framework for development of a broad range of project and initiatives
over the next 5 years.

Project 1 in Section 7 “Implementation” of that document is a proposed development of a
Playground in Carrickroe. This was identified as a priority action and objective during the
needs assessment of the area. This document focuses on this specific proposal. A detailed
background of the promoters, Truagh Development Association & Carrickroe Community
centre CLG is outlined in Section 2. Section 3 gives a synopsis of the new playground
development and details the nature of the proposed works. Section 5 extracts the relevant
data from the original needs assessment of the master document.

Section 4 examines the demographics specifically of this region of Truagh Parish and
compares and contrasts the area to the other communities in the Parish.

Figure 1 Location of Carrickroe Village in North County Monaghan
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Carrickroe Village

A Tier 5 Village and Focal Point

for a dispersed Rural area of Truagh Parish
in North County Monaghan
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Carrickroe Playground 2019

Figure 2 provides an aerial view of the Tier 5 Village settlement illustrating the location of the
Church, National School, Community Centre and Childcare facility.
Figure 2 Aerial View of Carrickroe Village
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Figure 3 illustrates the proposed site location of the Playground in relation to the school and
the Childcare facility

Figure 3 Aerial View of Carrickroe Village with Playround Development Site
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Deravoy National School
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Centre & Carrickroe
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Proposed site for Playground
Development

Figure 4 provides a Street view of the same.

Section 6 outlines in detail the various local, regional and national strategic policy documents
that the proposal is congruent with and provides the strategic context for the development
and implementation of the Playground.
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Figure 4 Street View of Carrickroe Community Centre and Proposed Site of Playground
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2. Background of Promoters

Carrickroe Community Centre Company Limited(CLG)

Carrickroe Community Centre Company Limited which a limited company by guarantee
which is a local centre, holding events, fund raising, organising classes and everything
associated with a local community centre. The Centre is located adjacent to Deravoy
National School

Carrickroe  Community Centre Ltd. is a Community based not for profit organisation,
institutionally separate from the State and pursue the common interest of the wider
community. The Committee was established in 2001 by a group of local volunteers and was
very successful in building Carrickroe Community Centre.

The company memorandum of association states the objects for which the company was
established were “to operate a community and learning centre for the benefit of the residents
of the Carrickroe and Errigal Truagh Community Co Monaghan which will provide facilities
including, training courses, cultural activities, recreational facilities and meeting rooms”

The Community Centre accommodates lots of activities the whole year around - classes,
functions and dances, and is used by sporting groups, drama & youth groups, funeral
dinners and for meetings etc.

The outdoor pitch facilities many underage groups and senior groups of footballers, hurling,
camogie and keep fit classes looking for such a facility.

Groups currently associated with Carrickroe Community Centre CLG include

Carrickroe Welcome Home Festival: a 3-day outdoor and indoor event run each year in
July/august and organised from Jan to Sept to include approx. 200 local community families
and volunteers organised as a fund raiser for local development.

Carrickroe Tidy Towns: a local environmental voluntary group looking after the
environmental and social needs of the local area, and looking towards developing a junior
tidy towns group.

Health and wellbeing groups: including the local churches, the men’s shed and weight to go
programmes taking place in autumn and spring of each year

Our aim is to encourage families to live better in our community, support the local school and

amenities and to effectively grow the community while still maintaining our distinctive rural
character.
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The Management Committee

Carrickroe Community Centre and its sub-committee Carrickroe Childcare Committee is
made of local people from public and private sector with a range of ages and genders, some
dating back from the original committee in 2001 and some new vibrant young people. The
years of experience in business, accountancy, community and childcare work ensures a
good mix of talents and abilities in the planning and delivery of services in our area.

Carrickroe Community Childcare

Carrickroe Community Childcare is currently occupying one room with ancillary
accommodation and designated outdoor space. It offers Breakfast, Pre-school and
Afterschool for School Aged Children aged 4-14 .This service which enriches the lives of all
its users including ethnic minorities, socially disadvantaged and disaffected members
currently living in our area. The provision of this service promotes the child’s growth and
development while at all times having due regard for his/her safety, health and well-being.

Carrickroe is situated a rural location in a disadvantaged area classified by EU as more
severely handicapped. Pobal’'s census- based deprivation index based on The Small Area
Population Statistics (SAPS) of the 2011 Census of Population show our immediate area as
Bragan -8.3 and Anketell Grove as -7. The area is a designhated DEIS (Delivering Equality of
Opportunity in Schools) area and the local primary school is a DEIS school. The immediate
catchment includes 60 children and their families currently using Deravoy National School a
and a further 100-150 within a 7km radius.

Carrickroe Community Centre has previously received grant aid from Peace Il and Peace Il
funding, Dept. of sport and Monaghan County Council and have at all times met drawdown
criteria.

Our accounts are audited by DBA accountants in Monaghan and managed by experienced
accountant personnel familiar with accounting practices and systems on our committee. Any
grant awarded will be managed through good governance structures and robust financial
management procedures ensuring that grant funds are spent for the intended purpose and
can be fully accounted for at all times, standard procedures include: Ensuring all expenditure
has supporting documentation, all receipts, documentation, and monthly financial statements
are recorded and documented at committee meetings, regular meetings are held to overview
spending and only authorised expenditure of funds are spent as laid out in the approved
grant, all reports pass up a chain of command for sign-offs, review project outcomes, results
and benefits to all concerned.

We have good standing and credibility with funders and the interests of good community
relations, we always advise the public about grant aid received, highlight our project and
publicly thank the funders for their support.

This area of North Monaghan is noted for its small and some not so small indigenous and

family businesses. These local businesses give employment to over 200 people in this small
rural community.
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Carrickroe Playground 2019
3. Description of Project

The project would provide a new playground for children of preschool and primary school age
primarily. The facility would be built in the existing car park area and would involve laying a safety
surface, fencing and play equipment.

The proposed development will dovetail with the pitch to the rear of the site and the proposal for an
all-weather surface which has already received planning permission.

Please see indicate costings over leaf and site layout proposal.
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Works Required to establish a new Playground on existing carpark complete with security

fencing and security gate.

INDICATIVE COSTINGS

Summary of Works

Surfacing

Impact adsorbing material shall be provided under all moving equipment and any
static equipment from which a fall of 600mm or more is possible. The use of
tarmacadam and concrete within play areas shall be limited to such areas as
pathways and bases for picnic tables and benches. Such surfaces shall be
maintained in good condition.

In areas away from equipment, well drained and well-maintained grass is the ideal
surfacing.

All impact absorbing material shall be moulded grass mats or an approved
alternative and shall be:

1. Installed to the minimum areas specified in BS5696 or BS EN 1177: Impact
absorbing playground surfacing: safety requirements and test methods.

2. Be of a material, type and a thickness to meet critical fall height testing
requirements of BS7188.

(Wet pour may be required under certain dynamic types of equipment)

The entire surface to be re coated with rubberised

Material

11,500

Labour

5,000
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Lighting to Public lighting standards.

2,500 900

Security and Fencing

The Play area should be secured by fencing. Primarily to clearly define the extent of
the area, to ensure that children do not stray from the area into potentially
dangerous locations, and to exclude animals and the risk of fouling. The extent of
fencing necessary to ensure this will depend upon the location and nature of the
site. The site must be securely fenced with:

1. Self-closing gates which are wide enough to accommodate prams,

pushchairs and Wheelchairs and also grass cutting equipment.
2. Appropriate fencing 220 metres

9,200 3,000

Note:

. Ground Anchorage can be attained without disruption to existing Tarmac surface
. Estimated costs. Similar equipment items can be purchased at different prices depending on material,
standard and finishes




Equipment

Manufactured in accordance with the requirements of British Standard BS5696 or
equivalent European Standard (BS EN 1176: Children’s Playground Equipment).
Preference shall be given to equipment tested in accordance with this standard and
bearing the BS Kitemark or similar certificate issued under the equivalent European

Standard.

Duck/Spring horse unit

Double Eagle Swing with cradle seats

Sand Pit with sand crane

Crawling Tunnel 4200mm long incl 2 End Sections
Hill Platform with Broad Slide

Scramble Platform Access

Satellite Carousel

Swing Snake

CoNOOA~MLWNE

10. Climbing / Balancing Tree
11. Eagle Group swing with 1.2 Diameter Nest Seat
12. 1.8 m Seat with Backrest with Conc Raft to Front

. 7m high Tower with GRP slide, stainless spiral & Tube Slides

34,500 4,000
Landscaping
Soft Landscaping, the provision of litter bins and signage 3,000 900
Professional fees: Architect/Engineers fees, Tender work 9%
14,155
Contingencies 10%
Sub Totals 60,700 27,955

Notes:
* Includes Vat@ 13.5% and provides for standard construction
**  All costings are estimates and not actual suppliers quotations

***x Excludes site acquisition costs

Total € 88,655.00
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Figure 5 County Monaghan Core Strategy Map (MCC)
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In terms of cross border community’s co-operation, the Playground site is optimally placed
and is imperative that the Playground in a post-Brexit era remains a focal point serving the

local areas of North County Monaghan and South Tyrone....
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Carrickroe Playground 2019

4. Profile of Area
4.1 Introduction to Carrickroe Village

Figure 6 Truagh Parish Location and its 5 Electoral Divisions
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Figure 7 Carrickroe Village Location, Townlands and Population

Carrickroe Community
. Situated in Anketell Grove ED
& Bragan ED
Also Situated in
ntain Water small Area No. 177011001 &
‘ Small Area No. 177002003
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Population 2011:  1,129%*
Population 2016: 1,162**

Bragan ED
Population 2011: 298
Population 2016: 304

Carrickroe ) I

ti
'_l ‘ 177011001: 304
177002003: 297
Townlands (Population 2016}
Derryveagh: 105
Drumbristen: 60
) Derryhellen: 20
Total: c. 185
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Carrickroe Playground 2019

Carrickroe is a Tier 5 sized small village situated on the borderline of the 2 Electoral
Divisions of Anketell Grove and Bragan on the L1135 road, 3km away from the main R186
Monaghan to Augher road, situated on the west side of the parish of Truagh at the Northern
most point of County Monaghan. Carrickroe has a population of approximately of 185
people. The village consists of a large community learning and social centre, a Catholic
church, a primary school and housing estates. There are also several indigenous
businesses.

Carrickroe Community Learning and Social Centre

‘Figure 8
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This large modern community centre is a focal point for the community which hosts a broad
variety of events throughout the year.

Church of the Sacred Heart, Carrickroe
Figure 9

This church in Carrickroe is a freestanding Catholic church with Gothic-Revival detailing,
built 1823 and enlarged 1885-8 to designs by William Hague Jr. Cruciform plan comprising
crossing of two-bay nave to south, single-bay transepts to east and west, single-bay chancel
to north (ridge and eaves all at same level); porches to transept gables, and modern porch to



re-entrant angle of nave and east transept. This symmetrical free-standing Catholic church
was designed with Gothic Revival detailing typical of its period. The fine masonry walling to
the chancel and porch represents indicates William Hague's additions in the 1880s. Hague
was then engaged with a number of projects in the region, including Saint Macartan's
Cathedral, Monaghan. Internally the building retains some elements of the original design,
notably the canted stained and varnished timber ceiling, and some historic stained glass.
The building presents a pleasant feature in the district. The contrasting exposed stone and
rendered walling, with well-crafted features, provides visual interest.

Deravoy National School

—z.
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Figure 10 Deravoy National School (bottom left) and some of the housing estates in Carrickroe

There are currently 66 pupils attending Deravoy National School in Carrickroe. There are
several modern housing estates in the hamlet. 58% of the houses were built since 1981, half
of all households were built since 1991 and 37.5% were built since 2000. This is indicative of
an existing community / hamlet rapidly growing in this area of Truagh parish.

Table 1 Truagh EDs, County Monaghan, Border Region and State Population Change 2002-2016

2006 Chg 02-06 2011 Chg0e-11 2016 Chg11-16 Chg 02-16

Anketell Grove ED 954 1,009 5.77% 1,129 11.89% 1,162 2.92% 21.80%
Bragan ED 263 290 10.27% 298 2.76% 304 2.01%  15.59%
Derrygorry ED 283 273 -3.53% 272 -0.37% 284 4.41% 0.35%
Figullar ED 413 422 2.18% 472 11.85% S06 7.20% 22.52%
Shanmullagh ED 210 226 7.62% 215 -3.10% 220 0.46% 4.76%
Total Truagh 5 EDs 2,123 2,220 4.57% 2,390 7.66% 2,476 3.60%  16.63%
Less Donagh Small Area 295 307 4.07%

Truagh Parish 2,095 2,169 3.53%

County Monaghan 32,593 35,997 6.47% 60,483 8.01% 61,273 1.31%  16.50%
Border Region 432,534 468,375 8.29% 514,891 9.93% 523,217 1.62% 20.97%
State 3,917,203 4,239,848 B8.24% 4,588,252 8.22% 4,761,865 3.78%  21.56%

2011 2016
Total Truagh 5 EDs 1,987 2,080 2,123 2,220 2,390 2,476
County Monaghan 51,293 51,313 52,593 55,997 60,483 61,273
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Figure 11 Truagh (5 EDs) Population 1991 - 2016
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4.2 Summary of Carrickroe Demographics

To specifically analyse the demographic of Carrickroe, the optimal size is to aggregate the
Electoral Division of Bragan and the Western most Small Area of Anketell Grove Electoral
Division.

In Census 2016 the population of the Electoral Division of Bragan and the Western Small
Area (SA 177002003) from Anketell Grove ED was 601. This is an increase from 593 in
2011, 545 in 2006 and 504 in 2002. There has been a 30% increase since 1991 and
approximately 50% increase from 1981. Bragan’s ED population was 312 in 1981 and
dropped to 263 by 2002 before recovering to 304 in 2016. In comparison, Anketell Gorve ED
population has grown by 47% from 1981. This substantial increase contrasts to similar rural
areas in Ireland, which have witnessed significant decline in population numbers.

The Tier 5 settlement of Carrickroe containing the townlands surrounding the church,
community centre and school, has a population of approximately 185. In the coverage
region, 324 are male and 277 are female. 42.3% of the population are married. There is a
low 46.6% age dependency with 29.5% youth dependency and 17.1% elderly dependency.
The national average of total age dependency is 52.7%. 15.31% of the population are 20-29
compared to the national average of 12.0%, which is encouraging, as this was the age group
most decimated by the Great Recession of 2008 to 2011 and consequential emigration.
20.1% of the population is aged between 0 and 14, which is similar to the National average
of 21.1%.

78.7% of the population were born in Ireland, 15.94% were born in the UK. (Presumably vast
majority from Northern Ireland, given Carrickroe’s location). The east side of Truagh Parish
is more ethnically diverse than the West side were Carrickroe is located. 7% of the
population in this region of Truagh is not white Irish and 5.2% are not Catholic.

There are 157 families in the ED. 91.4% of the population are in family units (549). 26.75%
families have no children living with them, with 7.6% at pre-family stage, 11.5% empty nest
and 7.6% retired. 26.1% of families have children up to pre-adolescent. 34.4% of families
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have 2 members, 22.9% of families have 5 members or more and 24.2% have 3 children or
more. 18.3% of families with children are lone parents. 9.7% of families are lone parents with
at least one child under 15 years of age. 47.8% of families have one child or none. The
households in this area have 16.2% of them single occupancy. 43.2% were built after 1991.
1.6% of households are local authority, 47.6% are owned with no mortgage while a further
38.4% are mortgaged. 12.6% of all houses are derelict.

There is a 64.0% Labour Force Participation rate, which is higher than the national average
(61.4%). The official unemployment rate is 12.1%, which is slightly lower than the national
average of 12.8%. Over 1 in 5 of the work force is involved in Agriculture (21.35%); 24.6%
are professional (including employers and managers); 21.5% non manual and 19.6% skilled.
5.2% of the work-force are semi-skilled; 2.9% are unskilled and a further 4.8% are own
account. There is a variance in these categories to the national average, however given it's
dispersed rural characteristics, these proportions are not as contrasting as the norm in rural
Ireland.

15.7% of those over 15, who have ceased education, left at 15 years of age or under and
20.8% of the population’s whose education has ceased have an education level not greater
than Primary. (national average is 12.5%). 52.5% have at least a upper secondary
education, 27.9% a third level education and 11.9% have at least an honours bachelor
degree.

82.0% of the population travel by car or van to work. 44.7% travel by car or van to school.
There is a high dependency on cars in the ED.

5.4% of households have no motor car. 9.7% of the population have a disability. 89.9%
stated they have good health or better. 58.3% have a personal computer and 63.8% have
internet access with 52.4% having broadband in total.

4.3 Pobal Deprivation HP Statistics of Carrickroe

Bragan ED had a Pobal HP score of -4.58, which is the 23rd lowest (out of 70) in County
Monaghan. This was a significant improvement from -8.22 in 2011 and -8.32 in 2006, when it
was the fifth lowest in the County. A strong rebound in the employment rates has boosted
the scores. Education statistics have also improved. The small area in the West of Anketell
Grove ED also scores below average with a deprivation rate of -5.16 . This is a decline from
2006 were the small area scored -1.3, but is a slight improvement from -5.4 in 2011.
Unemployment was the primary factor with education also contributing to the scores. The
Western side of the parish, including the Clara coverage area is significantly more deprived
according to the Pobal Deprivation HP Statistics. The 3 regions of the Parish averages are;

Carrickroe: -4.87

Clara: -6.61
Ballyoisin / Mullan: 2.60
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5. Evidence of Need / Public Consultation
Public Consultation Surveys

3 comprehensive public consultation surveys were undertaken as part of the planning
process covering households / residents and community organisations in the Parish of
Truagh. The following is a summary of the results of the 3 surveys.

Household Survey Community Plan 177 responses
Community Group Survey Community Plan 5 responses
Special Needs Accommodation Survey 45 responses
TOTAL respondents to surveys 227

The relevant survey in relation to a playground proposal for Carrickroe is the Household
Survey Community Plan.

5.1 Household Survey

This comprehensive survey was carried out among the broader community in the Truagh
area. This involved the completion of 177 questionnaires through the online survey facility
Survey Monkey. The sample size is 12.6% of the total population that are 15 or over in
Truagh giving a 95% confidence level with a 6.36% margin of error. This is a significant
sample size for the purposes of this analysis. Householders were invited to participate in the
survey through social networks and e-mails and a large representative group of all sections
of the community completed the survey. This also includes manual entries by those who
have no online presence.

The proportion of respondents by location is as follows;
» Carrickroe - 25%
» Clara - 20%
» Ballyoisin -  40%
» Mullan - 15%

» b53.67% of the respondents have people aged 0 — 15 living in their household.

When asked “What additional or enhanced facilities or developments would you like to see
developed in the area?”

» 60.12% selected Public Outdoor Amenity Area.

» 19.08% selected Childcare Facilities?
Respondents were given an option to provide additional details of their selections or
nominate other types that were not listed.
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» A Playground was the second most popular facility suggested with 10 requests or
10.9% of the overall responses to this section.

> 98.85% of all respondents said they would use the facilities they suggested.

A comment from the question “What do you feel are the greatest challenge to local
community organisations continued operation / development / sustainability in the future?”
stated “outlying facilities not included.”, which may be of interest in relation to proposals
from the further dispersed rural areas of the parish including this coverage area.

When asked “Please outline what you feel the priorities for development of the Errigal
Truagh area should be over the next 5 years?”; respondents were asked an open question
on what they felt were priorities for development of the Errigal Truagh area over the next 5
years. 73 respondents provided detailed answers on a wide variety of types of proposals for
local development. A thematic analysis was carried out on this qualitative data and the
appropriate specific priorities for the Carrickroe proposal are as follows;

> Youth Facilities — Joint 3" most popular with 6 requests — 5.3%

» Child Facilities and Services - 4 Requests — 3.5%

» Playground — 4 Requests - 3.5%

» Park / Greenway / Outdoor Amenities — 2 Requests - 1.8%
These were pooled together with other suggestions and categorised in broad themes.
Relevant themes for this proposal include;

Infrastructure
Facilities

“More amenities and facilities for young children is also a popular priority for the
respondents. Truagh has a growing population of under 14-year olds and ideas of
development include, playgrounds, childcare, outdoor green areas, and various amenities
and activities. Youth facilities for those over 13 /14 years of age include sports related,
educational, activities to encourage focus, interest and engagement in the parish, musical
and general community based. The general focus is to retain the growing young population
in the parish for the long term future.”

Park / Greenway, Outdoor Amenities and Playground

“Throughout this survey, this sub-theme features, with a desire among respondents to have
safe and functional parks and greens with appropriate amenities for all age groups including
playgrounds, outdoor gym and various items such as picnic benches and seating.”
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6. Strategic Context

The strategic context of this investment has been assessed in terms of its congruence with
local, regional and national strategies relating directly to sport provision.

This proofing exercise involved examining a number of strategic documents and our findings
clearly demonstrate the proposed development is a measured and reasonable response to
meeting the infrastructure deficit in the region and is in congruence with every relevant
regional and national strategy relevant to the development all of which are referenced as
follows;

Strategic Rationale: Problem investment will solve
Consequences of not making the investment
Projects objectives

6.1 National Policy: National Development Plan 2018 — 2027 in Project Ireland
2040

National Strategic Outcome 3: Strengthened Rural Economies and Communities — P. 45
National Strategic Outcome 7: Enhanced Amenity and Heritage — Sport P.73

National Strategic Outcome 10: Access to Quality Childcare, Education and Health Services
- P. 86

6.2 Local Policy: Monaghan County Development Plan 2013-2019 & LECP 2015 -
2021

6.2.1 Monaghan County Development Plan

P.42

“Below this level of settlements are smaller cluster settlements, many of which are
located around local community facilities and which act as important focal points for the
wider rural community. During the life of the last Development Plan these Tier 5
settlements experienced little or no development. Consequently, it is now considered
unnecessary to retain a development envelope around them. However, the Plan will
continue to encourage development of an appropriate size and nature in these
settlements in order to consolidate and strengthen their presence.”

P. 43
“(v). Sustainable development of Tier 5 and 6 settlements and the remaining rural areas.”

“Tier 5: These smaller villages provide basic services to their community, such as
convenience goods and fuel. Education services are provided in some of the settlements but
extend to primary education only. These villages serve an important community purpose and
provide the basis for further future development. Some of these settlements have
experienced expansion over recent years through the construction of housing developments.
Others have limited infrastructure that restricts the scale of development within them. In
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order to preserve the character of these villages, new housing developments shall be only

be permitted if they are of a size which enables them to be satisfactorily integrated into these

villages and shall be subject to the satisfactory provision of infrastructure and services.”
Table 2  Settlement Hierarchy Table

Settlement Town/Village/Settlement Population Potential 2011-
Hierarchy 2019
Tier 1 Monaghan 7,000-10,000
Tier 2 Carrickmacross, 2,500-7,000
Castleblayney
Tier 3 Ballybay, Clones 1,500-2,500
Tier 4 Ballinode, Emyvale, 200-1500

Glaslough, Inniskeen,
Newbliss, Rockcorry,
Scotshouse, Scotstown,
Smithborough,

Threemilehouse

Tier 5 Annyalla, Carrickroe, Up to 300
Clontibret No. 1&2,
Corcaghan, Corduff,
Doohamlet, Drum,

Knockatallon, Knockconan,

Latton, Lisdoonan, Oram,

Tydavnet

Tier 6 Dispersed Rural Communities

6.2.2 Local Economic and Community Plan (LECP) 2015 — 2021

The census also indicates that Monaghan has higher than the state average of 0-15 year
olds. This growth in population has not been accompanied by the requisite supporting social
and community infrastructure to meet the increase in population, particularly in Truagh
Parish.

There are many publicly accessible community and sports facilities across Monaghan, in
particular a high number of rural based sports clubs and facilities. It is noted that the highest
concentration of same are in the larger towns. Carrickroe is identified as a gap.

High Level Goal 3: Support the Development of key Economic Infrastructure
Strategic Objective 3.5: To enhance the social physical infrastructure in the county by
restoring derelict buildings and land for social and economic benefit in the county.
Action 3.5.3: Develop community initiatives to address rural town / villages decline

Strategic Objective 3.7: Develop and enhance youth facilities throughout county Monaghan
Action 3.7.3 Support provision of youth facilities throughout the county

High Level Goal 4: To support and enhance civic participation in the county




Strategic Objective 4.4: 4.4 Develop the availability of all youth services and activities for all
young people in the county

High level Goal 5 To promote the health and well being of all people in Monaghan by
ensuring equal opportunity to access, participate and engage in the social, economic,
cultural, sporting and educational opportunities available in the County.

Strategic Objective 5.3 To improve and sustain the health and well being of all people in
county Monaghan

Action 5.3.5 Increase the participation in sport and physical exercise across the population

High Level Goal 6: Maximise the potential of Natural Resources of the County
Strategic Objective 6.4: Develop and promote key sites of Multi layered significance

Action 6.4.1 Improve access and infrastructure at: - Lough Muckno - Dartry Forest & Lakes -
Rossmore - Ulster Canal - Patrick Kavanagh Country - Black Pigs Dyke. - Sliabh Beagh

The LECP clearly indicates needs in certain parts of the county with low levels of
infrastructure to be addressed and also identifies to encouragement and up skilling of
community organisations to work with the council to address this. This project is exactly the
type of project the LECP aspires to deliver and prioritise. Carrickroe is identified as an area
where need exists and this application is in congruence with the LECP for County
Monaghan. There is an active and capable group of community volunteers willing and with
the capacity to deliver this project in Carrickroe.

6.3 Project Ireland 2040 | Building Ireland’s Future | National Planning
Framework

This Proposal is directly Congruent with the National Planning Framework under the
following objectives

e 2. NORTHERN & WESTERN REGION - P. 38

Cavan-Monaghan/North East

Within the Northern and Western region, most of County Cavan and County Monaghan have
a more easterly focus than elsewhere. They comprise part of a North-Eastern functional area
that also includes County Louth in the Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly area. The
key driver for this regional area is the Dublin-Belfast cross-border network, the influence of
which, as well as that of the Dublin Metropolitan area, extends into Cavan and Monaghan.
Addressing economic resilience and connectivity will be strategic priorities for this area. The
maintenance of seamless cross-border movement for people, goods and services, together
with improvements in digital and physical infrastructure will create new opportunities to
leverage employment and for sustainable population growth, focused on the county towns.
Enhanced connectivity would result in this area being strategically located almost equidistant
between the Dublin, Belfast and Derry City regions in terms of time, as well as distance.

e 4. RURAL PLACES
Objectives
14. Protect and promote the sense of place and culture and the quality, character and

distinctiveness of the Irish rural landscape that make Ireland’s rural areas authentic and
attractive as places to live, work and visit. The Action Plan for Rural Development will
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support this objective up to 2020; thereafter a review of the Action Plan will be undertaken to
ensure continued alignment and consistency with the National Policy Objectives of this
Framework.

15. Support the sustainable development of rural areas by encouraging growth and arresting
decline in areas that have experienced low population growth or decline in recent decades
and by managing the growth of areas that are under strong urban influence to avoid over-
development, while sustaining vibrant rural communities.

16. Target the reversal of rural decline in the core of small towns and villages through
sustainable targeted measures that address vacant premises and deliver sustainable reuse
and regeneration outcomes.

18a. To support the proportionate growth of and appropriately designed development in rural
towns that will contribute to their regeneration and renewal, including interventions in the
public realm, the provision of amenities, the acquisition of sites and the provision of services.

e 5 PEOPLE, HOMES & COMMUNITIES
Objectives

26. Support the objectives of public health policy including Healthy Ireland and the National
Physical Activity Plan, though integrating such policies, where appropriate and at the
applicable scale, with planning policy.

31. Prioritise the alignment of targeted and planned population and employment growth with
investment in:-

¢ A childcare/ECCE planning function, for monitoring, analysis and forecasting of
investment needs, including identification of regional priorities;

e The provision of childcare facilities and new and refurbished schools on well-located
sites within or close to existing built-up areas, that meet the diverse needs of local
populations;

e The expansion and consolidation of Higher Education facilities, particularly where this
will contribute to wider regional development, and

e Programmes for life-long learning, especially in areas of higher education and further
education and training where skills gaps are identified.
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Carrickroe Playground 2019

Figure 12 Hierarchy of Settlements and related infrastructure

Carrickroe
Proposal

Smaller Settlements and Rural Areas
Smaller Towns and Villages
Large Towns

Citles

Source: Derived from Strategic Investment Board Limited, 2008

6.4 REGIONAL SPATIAL AND ECONOMIC STRATEGY for North and Western
Regional Assembly

4. Nurturing of world class infrastructure and competitive services with capacity, resilience
and quality;
15. To support the regeneration and renewal of small towns and villages in rural areas

29. To establish potential tourist and amenity attractions of scale in the Cavan / Monaghan
Region, in partnership with Failte Ireland, and the relevant Local Authorities.
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176. Support the objectives of public health policy including Healthy Ireland and the National
Physical Activity Plan through integration with planning policy.

179. Encourage multi-agency approaches for delivering the health, social care, education
and community services needed by growing, diverse or isolated communities.

186. Increase population living within settlements, through a range of measures including
reductions in vacancy, re-use of existing buildings, in-fill development schemes, area or site-
based regeneration, service site provision and increased building heights appropriate to the
settlement, together with infrastructure provision.

6.5 Get Ireland Active! National Physical Activity Plan for Ireland — Department of
Health

Area Action 2: Children and Young People

Ref. 8: Develop guidance to support schools adopt and implement policies that promote the
wellbeing of their communities under the Get Active! Framework

Ref. 14: Include physical activity in the development plans of Children and Young People’s
Services Committees

Ref. 15: Review the National Play and National Recreation Policies and develop a new
strategic direction for promoting physically active play

Ref. 19: Include the promotion of physical activity in children, including through play, as an
integral component of education and training programmes that lead to qualifications in early
childhood care and education.

6.6 Better Outcomes Brighter Futures: The national policy framework for children
& young people 2014 - 2020

Outcome 1: Active and healthy, physical and mental wellbeing

Government Commitments

1.15 Continue to develop play and recreation spaces for both children and young people,
from playgrounds (for multiple age ranges) to youth cafés, sports and leisure centres, and
where possible look to weatherproof these spaces

6.7 Congruence with the Plans of Local Clubs and Organisations

6.7.1 Errigal Truagh Community Plan 2019-2023

6.1 Youth
Objective 3: Increase youth service provision in the area and provide suitable facilities.

Action 3.1 Develop new Playground facilities at Carrickroe and Ballyoisin.



As the various documents above illustrate the planned development of a Playground in
Carrickroe is congruent with a significant number of local, regional and national policy and

strategic documents. The following figures and section outline the importance and value of
community centres in County Monaghan.



Figure 13 Community Centres in County Monaghan

Community Centres Legend

in County Monaghan s National Primary Roads
wese  National Secondary Roads
—— Regionals Roads

® Community Centres
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Community development is vibrant in the county. The majority of villages and towns
throughout the county have a community centre providing a variety of services and
opportunities for people living in the area. Community facilities are constantly being
upgraded, expanded and developed to meet the needs that arise from year to year. The
economic downturn has increased the level of volunteering in the county in particular in
relation to community infrastructure projects. Each year the council’s community
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development fund receives approximately forty applications for community infrastructure
projects to carry out improvements to existing facilities and improvements to footpaths,
parking and access routes to community facilities.

A Profile of Cultural Diversity in Monaghan published in 2011 highlights the diverse and
vibrant nature of the community sector in Monaghan.

» There are over 300 community groups registered with Monaghan Community Forum.

» Almost 80 different nationalities reside in the county and participate in community
activities in each town and village.

» Over 40 community festivals take place annually in the county ranging from one day
events in small rural villages to large weekend events such as the Harvest Time
Blues Festival, Taste of Monaghan etc.

» Community events, festival and activities all take place in well-developed and
maintained community facilities throughout the county.

The community development sector in the county is relatively well developed and has been
supported by a variety of agencies including Monaghan County Enterprise Board, Monaghan
Vocational Educational Committee, Monaghan Integrated Development and LEADER.
These projects have made a major contribution to building social inclusion with groups such
as asylum seekers, ex-prisoners, youth and lone parents.

An Audit of Community, Sports & Arts facilities in Monaghan carried out in 2008 found the
following:

» Facilities are distributed well throughout both urban and rural areas in the county,
with a good mix of activities being provided by community, sports and arts.

» Community facilities tended to be less well equipped in terms of amenities such as
toilets or food provision or indeed disabled access.

» Just under two thirds of all facilities have undertaken refurbishments in recent years.

Figure 14 Community Centres in North County Monaghan
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In Truagh area, there are 3 community buildings including Carrickroe. The other 2 are
located in Clara and Ballyoisin. Only Ballyoisin has a play area beside the school, and none
have a fully developed playground.
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