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1. Introduction and Background 
 

 

Truagh Development Association CLG contracted the services of MCA Consulting to 

undertake the development of a co-ordinated area-based strategic plan for Truagh, 

including needs analysis, feasibility study and the preparation of a strategic plan for the 

area. Truagh Development Association acting as lead partner has commissioned this piece 

of work involving the area as a whole (including community groups, sporting and voluntary 

organisations, businesses, service providers, and social enterprises within Truagh) as well 

as statutory agencies. 
 
The purpose of this document is to provide a roadmap for priority projects for the area 

and to develop a central resource in terms of data and profile of the area, together with a 

comprehensive consultation that could be used by organisations in the greater Truagh 
area for subsequently use to substantiate need and lever funding from a variety of funding 
programmes and agencies over the next 5 years. 
 

The document provides a very comprehensive profile of the area, an outline of the 

methodology employed in its preparation and analysis of the key findings from the 
consultation process. A suite of actions categorised under appropriate headings have been 

devised to provide a framework for development of a broad range of project and 

initiatives over the next 5 years. 
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2. Scope and Methodology  
 

2.1 Rationale and Scope of this plan  
 

This plan has been commissioned by Truagh Development Association with financial support 
from the LEADER programme to provide clear direction and a roadmap for the development 
of the social, economic and environmental development of the greater Errigal Truagh Parish 
area. 

 
The aim of the plan is to build on the positive aspects of the parishôs natural setting and 
topography, its links to the wider landscape and environs, its natural and built heritage and its 
diversity and mix of uses, in order to make it a more attractive place to live, work and visit. 

 

The main aims are to; 
 
Å To establish a ñshared visionò for the future of Errigal Truagh parish;  
 
Å To set out policies, projects and practical guidance on the management and enhancement of 

the Public Realm in Truagh;  
 
Å To develop a pipeline of practical and deliverable projects that can be undertaken by the local 

community in partnership with the local authority and statutory bodies over the next 5 years.  
 
Å To identify practical measures to maximise quality of life for residents and to enhance the 

Parishesô economic potential in terms of development;  

 

 
The parish of Truagh suffered for many years from the effects of the Troubles in Northern 
Ireland. This situation has changed significantly, with the opening of the border roads in the 
1990s and from the 1998 Good Friday Agreement.  

 

 

This plan will help to prioritise actions and as a platform for the community to pursue its wider 
aim of developing a vibrant parish, with particular focus on social, economic and community 
engagement. As such the plan will bring together a wide range of existing projects that the 
community has sought to initiate to date, such as walking and cycling routes, together with 
detailed recommendations for improving the public realm and the development and renovation 
of buildings that will help to revitalise the centre of the communities in Truagh. It is the Truagh 
Development Associationôs expectation that the plan will act as a spring-board for a wider 
range of community development driven initiatives.  

 
 

This plan will play an important role in shaping places to make the area a better place to 

both live and work and improve quality of life. It seeks to do this by:  
 
Å Agreeing a vision and securing consensus about what the place should be like;  

 
Å Improving economic, social and community physical infrastructure.  

 
Å Enhancing character and culture including built and natural heritage;  
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Å Identifying gaps in service provision  

 
Å Cherishing both the young and the old in their community and making adequate provision 

for services for all age categories.  
 

 
These aims will be achieved with an understanding that in the changing face of rural Ireland 
all service can no exist in every location, due to viability and demand, however this plan is an 
opportunity to address rural decline and start a new chapter in the life of Errigal Truagh a 
parish on the Northern frontier of County Monaghan. 
 
 

2.2 Methodology 
 
This plan culminates a number of months of work by the local community which was 
initiated in late 2018. 
 
The consultation which was comprehensive on far reaching was undertaken and needs 
assessed under a number of headings. 
 
The services of Allen McAdam of MCA Consulting were contracted to facilitate the 

development of a strategic study and plan. Subsequently in 2018 and early 2019 meetings 

were held with organisations and groups in the area on a one to one basis to identify 

organisational needs. Meetings with groups and community representatives in the 

catchment areas which include Ballyoision, Carrickroe, Clara and Mullen were undertaken to 

ascertain needs of those areas. 
 
A scoping exercise was then undertaken to examine sites and locations around the parish 

both suitable and potentially available for development of social, economic and community 
infrastructure. This exercise involved looking at three interlinked categories of sites those 
that were in a state of dereliction and required attention, opportunity led sites and demand 
led sites. 
 
 
A comprehensive community consultation exercise was undertaken as part of the planning 
process. Three comprehensive surveys were also conducted during the first quarter of 2019 
using Surveymonkey that were targeted at trader/businesses, local residents and 

community organisations. 
 
 

 
Desk Research: Census data was sourced from the 2016 census figures. Other sources of 
data that were considered were SICAP data, Development/Local Area Plans, LECP, and the 
Pobail Deprivation Index. This is presented in abridged format in Section 3 for County 
Monaghan and Specifically for the Parish of Errigal Truagh. The full analysis is in Appendix I. 
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3. Profile of Area & Demographic Analysis 
 

Figure 1 Location Maps of Truagh Parish and 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
County Monaghan in Ireland 
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Figure 2 Parish of Truagh Map by Townlands 
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3.1 County Monaghan ς Profile of Area and Demography 
 

3.1.1 County Monaghan Introduction 
 
County Monaghan is a county in the Republic of Ireland. It is part of the Border Region and 

is in the province of Ulster. It is named after the town of Monaghan. Monaghan County 

Council is the local authority for the county. County Monaghan is located in the Border, 

Midlands and Western Region as defined under the National Spatial Strategy (NSS). It is 

one of three Ulster Counties bordering with Northern Ireland. The county shares 108 miles of 

border with Northern Ireland, giving the county the longest share of border between Northern 

Ireland and the Republic of all southern counties. 
 
Monaghan is one the countryôs landlocked counties, characterised by rolling drumlin hills 

and wetlands, its topography having been shaped during the last Ice Age. There are five 

towns in the county: Monaghan, Carrickmacross, Castleblayney, Clones and Ballybay, each 

having separate planning authorities with the exception of Ballybay. Monaghan, remains a 

predominantly rural county with approximately 80% of its population living in population 

centres of less than 1000 people. 
 
The population of the county is 61,273 according to the 2016 census. The county has 

existed since 1585, when the Mac Mathghamhna rulers of Airgíalla agreed to join the 

Kingdom of Ireland. Following the Irish War of Independence and the signing of the Anglo-

Irish Treaty, Monaghan was one of three Ulster counties to join the Irish Free State rather 

than Northern Ireland. Monaghan is the fifth smallest of the Republic's 26 counties in area 

and fourth smallest by population. It is the smallest of Ulster's nine counties in size and also 

the smallest in terms of population. 
 
Census 2011 revealed that population growth in Co. Monaghan at 8%, was consistent with 

the national average, at 8.1%. However, this growth slowed to just 1.3% up to Census 

2016. Whilst some parts of the county areas enjoyed modest population growth, a decline in 

population was noticeable in those parts of the county most removed from the main towns 

and the N2 National Route. 
 
The lack of health and third level education facilities together with a reliance on primary 
production and predominantly low-skilled industry has restricted the development of the  
County. The development of a ñcritical massò required to attract new investment and 
maintain social, recreational and employment services has been slow to occur in the 
county and main towns. However, the Countyôs tradition as a self-starting, progressive and 
independent economy was recognised in ñThe Shared Vision for Monaghanò, the County  
development Boardôs Integrated Strategy for Monaghan 2002. It is this quality that  
differentiates Monaghan from other counties 
 
County Monaghan is a small county strategically located in an all-

Ireland setting, to the west of the ñDublin-Belfast Economic 

Corridorò, with linkages to the north-west and west. The county 

must capitalise economically on its strategic location, whilst 

retaining its high-quality landscape and rural environment. The 

proximity to Northern Ireland which discouraged inward 

investment in the past is now recognised as a key asset, with 

access to new markets, linkages and partnerships, presenting 

Monaghan with a significant advantage over other counties. 

65,000 
60,000  
55,000

 51,29351,31352,593 
 
50,000 
 
45,000  

1991 1996 2002 2006 2011 2016 
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Population of County Monaghan 
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3.1.2 Parish of Errigal Truagh - Introduction 
 
Figure 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Table 1: Truagh EDs, County Monaghan, Border Region and State Population Change 2002-2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

10 



Errigal Truagh Study and Strategic Plan 2019-2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5 
 
The parish comprises of almost 5 Electoral Divisions. 
Electoral Divisions (EDs) are the smallest legally 
defined administrative areas in the State for which 
Small Area Population Statistics (SAPS) are 
published from the Census. The Parish of Errigal 
Truagh has 4 complete Electoral Divisions and most 
of a 5th ED.  
The 4 complete Electoral Divisions are Derrygorry, 
Shanmullagh, Figullar and Bragan. The fifth is 
Anketell Grove and the Parish contains 3 of its 4 
small areas completely (bar 1 townland, Drummully 
which is in Donagh Parish). The other Small Area 
is in the Parish of Donagh. 

 
 

 Truagh (5 EDs) Population 1991 - 2016 
 

2,700  
2,476    

 

2,500  2,390 
 

2,300  2,220 
 

2,080 2,123  

 
 

  
 

2,100 1,987  
 

1,900   
 

1,700   
 

 1991   1996   2002   2006   2011   2016 
 

 
This gives a net figure of the population in Truagh Parish of 2,131 in Census 2016. Small 
area boundaries are the minimum size that can be comprehensively demographically 
analysed from the CSO (and only available since Census 2006), therefore for the purposes 
of this study the complete population size for Truagh Parish is 2,169. This is inclusive of the 
townland of Drummully which has a population of 38.  

3.2 History and Landscape of Errigal Truagh Parish 
 

3.2.1 The Landscape and Geography 
 
The Parish of Errigal Truagh is in the Diocese of Clogher. It is the most Northerly parish in 
County Monaghan. It is located approximately 140kms from Dublin and 100kms from 
Belfast. It borders Co. Tyrone in Northern Ireland and there are nine border crossings 
between the two counties. Nearly all the border crossings were closed during the 
"Troubles" and were only opened in 1996. To the South lies the neighbouring parishes of 
Donagh and Tydavnet. 

 
Errigal Truagh is made up of the four main communities of Ballyosion, Carrickroe, Clara and 
Mullan. The town of Aughnacloy lies just over a kilometre to the North in County Tyrone. The 
village of Emyvale lies just a kilometre to the South of the parish. Other nearby villages 
include Scotstown, Tydavnet, Ballinode and Glaslough. Monaghan town is within 10km to 
the South. Nearby in Northern Ireland are the villages of Clogher, Augher, Ballygawley and  
Fivemiletown with Armagh city within 20kms. Truaghôs neighbouring parishes in County 
Monaghan are Tedavnet and Donagh. 
 
The Parish of Errigal Truagh has four working churches: 
ü The Church of the Holy Family in Ballyosion R.C. 

  

ü St Patrick's Church in Clara R.C. 
  

ü The Sacred Heart Church in Carrickroe R.C. 
  

ü St. Maudains. CI 
 

It also has the ruins of the old Errigal Church (St. Maudains) 
 
The Parish has three schools: 
ü Knockconan NS in Ballyosion 

  

ü St Patrick's NS in Clara and 
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ü
 Deravoy NS in Carrickroe. 

 
Of the 4 communities in Truagh Parish, 2 of them are considered by Monaghan County 
Council in their 2013 to 2019 development plan as Tier 5 settlements (Carrickroe and 
Ballyoisin) while the other 2 (Clara and Mullan) are considered Tier 6 settlements.  

3.2.2 History of Truagh Parish 
 
In its most recent history up to the late 1990s, the Truagh area suffered greatly as a result of 
the many years of conflict in this border area with many households suffering severe 
economic disadvantage and rural deprivation during the conflict in Northern Ireland. The 
parish has benefited from the opening of the border roads and the ongoing peace and 
improvements with cross border relationships post Good Friday / Belfast Agreement in 1998. 
The Truagh Development Association (TDA) has been at the heart of these improvements 
since the 1990s in the local parish. 

 
Earliest traces of Truagh Parish go back to 1500s. A lot of the ancient history is 
centred around the legend and impact of St Muadan.  

3.3 Heritage of Truagh Parish & Places of Interest 
 

3.3.1 Ecclesiastical Site at Errigal Truagh. 

 

The Errigal Truagh Ancient 
Ecclesiastical site is located 2.5km 
North West of Ballyoisin and less 
than 3km South of Aughnacloy just 
off the main N2 Dublin Derry road. 
The site consists of the ancient 
church and graveyard, an old 
schoolhouse, a detached 2 storey 
glebe rectory, a gatehouse and the 
present day St Muadanôs which is 
located adjacent to the site.  

The medieval parish church of Errigal Trough was dedicated to St Meallán, an associate of St 
Fursa, a seventh century county saint from Co. Down, However, little is known of Meallán (see 
previous narrative on St, Muadan) and the names of some of the clergy are known from  
1441 and in Spottiswoldôs Visitation of 1622 the church is described as ruinous. It was 
rebuilt and continued in use for Protestant worship until 1824 when the new Church of 
Ireland church of St Muadain was opened c. 150m to the South East. 

 
Most of the headstones in the graveyard, dating almost exclusively to the 18th century and 
dominated by those of McKenna, have been recorded, while a more recent survey by Irish 
Graveyard Surveys is displayed at the entrance on the Western side.  
{ǘ aǳŀŘŀƛƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ  

St Muadainôs Church adjacent to the ancient  
Ecclesiastical Site in the heart of Errigal Truagh 
parish is a freestanding gable-fronted Gothic-style 
stone Church of Ireland church, dated 1834. This is 
a fine late Board of First Fruits church, built in 1834 
probably to designs by diocesan architect William 
Farrell of Dublin (d. 1851). Despite elegant entrance 
gates at a crossroads, the church is secluded and 
visible only at the end of a 

 
 
 

12 



Errigal Truagh Study and Strategic Plan 2019-2023 
 

 
long access avenue. Particularly interesting features include its elegant and delicate Gothic 
Y-tracery windows with elongated quatrefoils within the spandrel, and the highly styled 
pinnacle embellishments only applied to the gable-front.  
Medieval Church and Graveyard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Errigal Truagh Medieval Church & Graveyard is one of the most ancient religious sites in 
Ulster, it is believed to have been used for worship as far back as Early Christian times. Its 
medieval graveyard is renowned for its distinctively carved 18th century headstones. 
Visitors can also see a holy well that attracted generations of pilgrims until the 19th century 
hoping for Cures. 

 
The Graveyard there has one of the most important collections of headstones and burial 
enclosures in Ireland. During the 18th century it became fashionable to decorate 
headstones in an ornate, stylised way. At Errigal, a very distinctive South Ulster style can be 
clearly identified. 

 
The church is dedicated to Saint Mellan or Muadan. The graveyard has one of the most 
important collections of decorated headstones in Ireland. The headstones are carved in a 
distinctive South Ulster style. Many of the headstones feature the five mortality symbols 
ï skulls, long bones, coffins, bells & hourglasses. 

 

Old Schoolhouse 
 

The Truagh Heritage Centre is currently 
located in the Old School House at the 
North facing side of the Ancient 
Graveyard. The centre is used as a local 
history resource and contains interviews, 
photographs, old farm tools, Bragan 
turbary rights 1941, documents from the 
Grand Orange Lodge, Bragan School, 
local poems from Brian Treanor, and other 
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artefacts relating to the heritage of north Monaghan and is well worth a visit. The Errigal Old 
School was originally open to students from 1824 -26. 
 
 

 

3.3.2 Lough More 
 

Lough More is located in Truagh parish on 
the Monaghan Tyrone border which runs 
through the Lough. This lake supplies the 
water needs of the Truagh population through 
the Truagh Group Water Scheme. This lake 
contains a good stock of wild  
brown trout including the much sought after 
Ferox trout. The Lough More and District 
Anglers Association controls fishing on this 
water and day permits are available. The 
season is from May 1st to 30th September, 
but the season is different in Northern  
Ireland. Fishing from the bank is possible 
but the use of a boat proves most effective. 
Access and car park facilities are good.  

3.3.3 Derrygorry Millennium Forest 
 
These two woodlands are essentially part of one forest since they lie beside one another 
on both sides of the border approximately 15km north of Monaghan town. This straddles 
the border and is inclusive of the old part of Truagh parish that was in County Tyrone as 
well as Derrygorry Electoral District in the Truagh Parish of North County Monaghan. 

 
When translated Derrygorry probably means "oakwood of the goats" Favour Royal Demense 
derives its name from Favour Royal Bawn, a large fortified mansion house, the ruins of 
which are still present. Favour Royal House was built by Sir Thomas Ridgeway in 1611 and 
named because the land was granted as a royal favour from James 1st.  

оΦоΦп tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ /ƘŀƛǊ 
 
Altadaven Glen, the location of St. Patrickôs Chair and Well, seems like a small patch of fern-filled 
rain forest magically dropped into the border area of Counties Tyrone and Monaghan. It lies along 
the Ulster Way footpath in the Favour Royal Demesne, now part of the Peopleôs  
Millennium Forest (Derrygorry Forest). The original name of Favour Royal reflects the 
granting of this piece of Ulster to Sir Thomas Ridgeway in 1611 as a favour of King James I. 
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In his account of a visit to the site in 1898, a Catholic priest reported that the rock seat 
was specifically for the benefit of St. Patrick. One translation of the name Altadaven is 
ñThe Demonsô Cliff,ò evidently stemming from the story of St. Patrick driving devils off the 
cliff to their demise. The site was reportedly involved in Lughnasa celebrations until the 
modern era.  
Altadaven Glen may have originally been a site dedicated to St. Brigid, and perhaps the 
pagan goddess Brighid before her.  

3.3.5 Favour Royal 
 

Favour Royal (previously 

known as Portclare) is a 
manor and estate. It is 

located in the townland of 
Favor Royal Demesne, 
around 3 miles (4.8 km) east 

of Augher, County Tyrone 
and on the Irish border with 
County Monaghan. It is within 

the parish of Errigal-Trough 
which is part of the historic 

barony of Clogher. 

 

3.4 The Communities of Errigal Truagh 
 

3.4.1 Ballyoision 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 6. Ballyoisin Settlement Location 
 

 
Ballyoision is a Tier 5 small village, situated mainly in Anketell Grove ED (and partially in 
Figullar ED) centred in the townland of Knockconan, just off the main N2 Dublin to Derry 
National primary road. Ballyoisin is only 3km North of Emyvale. The population of the 
community is approximately 151. The village consists of a National School. A Catholic 
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Church, a large multifunctional family resource centre, a special needs modern building 
and housing estates. 
  
Blackwater Valley Lifelong Learning, Cultural, ICT and Peace Centre 
 
The Blackwater Valley Learning Centre (for short) is a large one-story building situated in 
the townland of Knockconan, Ballyoisin, just off the main N2 Dublin to Derry road. The 
building was completed almost 20 years ago and is the hub of the Truagh Development 
Associationôs income generating Social Enterprise, the Community Services Programme 
(CSP Social Enterprise), and comprises a lifelong learning centre and a resource centre 
that has catering facilities for events and wheels on meals and hot school lunches.  It also 
comprises a National School and a childcare facility. 

 
The CSP Social Enterprise 
commenced in 2008 and is now 
recognised as a flagship programme in 
the north Monaghan area by 
stakeholder such as Monaghan 
County Council, Monaghan Integrated 
Development, Cavan Monaghan ETB, 
the HSE, An Garda Siochana and 
people living in Truagh and the North 
Monaghan area. 

 
Truagh Development Association aims are to support local community activity and to 
reduce disadvantage for those most excluded or at risk of exclusion within our community 
through its income generating Social Enterprise.  
 
Truagh Development Associationôs CSP is contracted by Pobal for 2020-2022 to deliver, 
amongst other income generating services, hot school lunches, meals on wheels and 
outreach catering to Mullan, Carrickroe and Clara. The CSP has gone from strength to 
strength over the last decade, building strong relationships with service providers and 
private organisations in the provision of a broad range of activities and quality services 
delivered from the Blackwater Valley Learning Centre and outreached to the inhabitants in 
the North Monaghan area, which could not otherwise be provided by the private or public 
sector. These services are broadly outlined as follows; 
 
¶ Monday Social dinner and dance and rural transport for the over 55s 

¶ Home meal delivery service for older people 

¶ Lifelong learning.  

¶ Hot school lunch service.  

¶ Blackwater Valley Support & Advice Centre  

¶ Truagh Donagh Community Alert and Community Text Alert  

¶ Sign-posting service for unemployed, lone parents, youth.   
¶ A wide range of courses and training organised locally in partnership with Cavan 

Monaghan ETB, Equal Ireland, HSE, IFA and private training providers.   
¶ External Catering Services  

¶ Artisan Bakery  

¶ Support service for Carers in north Monaghan  

 

Errigal Truagh Special Needs 
 

Errigal Truagh Special Needs is a new build 
day care centre for adults with physical / 
intellectual disabilities. It has been specifically 
designed for the needs of the service users 
and staff to create a safe and stimulating 
environment. The centre also provides facilities 



for children with autism, specifically a multi-
sensory room and playground. The building is 
located adjacent to the Church and Blackwater 
Valley Learning Centre in Ballyoisin. This 
service is outlined in detail with extensive 
information in 
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the  3.8.2 Disabilities & Errigal Truagh Special Needs section of this chapter. 

 

3.4.2 Carrickroe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 7. Carrickroe Settlement Location 
 
Carrickroe is a Tier 5 sized small village situated on the borderline of the 2 Electoral 
Divisions of Anketell Grove and Bragan on the L1135 road, 3km away from the main R186 
Monaghan to Augher road. Carrickroe has a population of approximately of 185 people. The 
village consists of a large community and social centre, a Catholic church, a primary school 
and housing estates. There are also several indigenous businesses. 
 

3.4.3 Clara 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 8. Clara Settlement Location 
 
Clara is a small community and hamlet situated in the most Northern ED of Truagh, 
Derrygorry. It is categorised by the local council as a Tier 6 Dispersed Rural Community. It is 
situated on the Errigal Glebe to Augher road. The population of Clara is approximately 120  
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people. Clara consists of a Roman Catholic church, a community hall, a primary school and 
a social housing estate.  

3.4.4 Mullan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 9. Mullan Settlement Location 
 
Mullan is a post-industrial village situated in most easterly part of the Parish just 1km from 
the border with County Armagh in Northern Ireland and close to the main A28 Armagh 
Aughnacloy road. It is categorised by the local council as a Tier 6 Dispersed Rural 
Community. The hamlet and environs have a population of approximately 104 people. There 
are no churches, schools or community centres. Retail activity is also absent, however there 
are a number of enterprises present in the old industrial mill. 

 
Mullan has an exceptionally rich history as a milling location, and according to tradition, had 
been a centre of the linen industry in the 18th century and early 19th centuries. By 1857 the 
cottages and a substantial flax mill, with its associated mill race had been developed on the 
site. Charles Powell Leslie built the flax mill and a small terrace of housing known as the  
óWhite Rowô. He added an additional red brick terrace, which became known as the óRed 
Rowô, at a later date. Later it was known for the manufacture of Bullock Irish Serge. In the 
early part of the 20th century the mill fell into disuse. 

 
The village lay idle and almost deserted for many years until in 1924, a private company 
was formed and Mullan was revived with the establishment of a shoe factory on the site. By 
1925, 80 people were employed in the manufacture of heavy footwear, the Mill Brand and 
the Border Brand. The village was bought by the Boylan family in 1944 and up to the late  
1970s was a busy and bustling rural centre. In the ó50s there were 200 employees working 
there and this was very significant for the economic life of the entire North Monaghan area 
and also for areas across the border. Mullan Village was self-sufficient in that it had its own 
shops and entertainment centre. 

 
It was Mullanôs border location which eventually contributed greatly to its decline in the fourth 
quarter of the last century. The closure of the óUnapproved roadô through to Northern Ireland 
cut off a main artery. The Mill began to decline, the population dwindled as people moved 
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away to get new employment, and most of the mill houses fell into disrepair and were 
abandoned in the 1990ôs. A few years ago, local business man, Michael Treanor, 
purchased the village and began a programme of regeneration. 
 
 

3.5 Population Demographics of Truagh 
 
The population of the 5 Electoral Divisions of Truagh increased by 16.6% from 2,123 

persons in 2002 to 2,476 in 2016. The net figure of the Parish of Truagh was 2,131 in 2016. 

The population in the electoral divisions of Figullar, Bragan and Anketell Grove of the parish 

drove this growth. Tables and charts of the total population are featured in Section 2.1.2 

earlier. 
 

3.5.1 Age Structure 
 
The age structures in this population analysis is categorised into 6 profile ages; 0 to 19 years 
of age; 20 to 29; 30 to 44; 45 to 64; 65 to 79 and 80 plus. Table illustrates the Truagh  
Parishôs age structure with Fig . County Monaghan has a higher 0 to 19 age percentage of 
29.3% compared to the State (27.5%) and similar to Truaghôs (29.6%). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Table 2. Population by Age Structure 2011 - 2016 
 

 
In the 5 years to 2016 in Truagh, the only age group to decline in numbers is the 20-29 years 

category. The 20 to 29 age group fell by a relatively moderate amount (9.12%) for this time 

period. Emigration may be a mitigating factor for the 20-29 age group along with movements 

to urban centres throughout the island. 65-79 year old group grew by 13%, and the 80+ age 

group increased by a substantial 29.3%. There was a 5.2%  

increase in the 30-44 age group. The 45 to 64 age group gre 

w by just 2.5%, but remained the 2nd largest age group with 531 individuals. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 10 2016 Percentage Breakdown of 

Population Age Structure  
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Despite the decline, the 20-29 age group has 

a higher proportion (12.4%) than the county 

which is at 10.5% of the total and 12.0% for 

the State, while the 65 and over category for 

County Monaghan represents 14.0% of the 

population (12.3% for Truagh). The State 

average for the 65 and over category in 

13.4%. Truagh has a lower senior citizen 

proportion in its population that the State 

average. 
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A further breakdown of the under 19 age group provides an insight into its increase of 
4.9%. There is a significant increase in the 4 to 9 age group category of 23.6%. 

 
There is a 11.2% decline in the 10 to 14 age category, which could further exacerbate the 
deteriorating numbers of the 20 to 29 age category within the next 10 years. There was an 
increase in the birth rate with the 0 to 4 age group rising by 10%. 
 

Figure 11  

  2011 v 2016 Breakdown of Aged 19 and under  
 

    Population Age Structure   
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Table 3. Population of Aged 19 and Under by Age 
0       

 

Age 0-4 Age 4-9 Age 10-14 Age 15-19 
 

 

  
 

Structure 2011 ς 2016    
2011 2016 

  
 

      
 

        
 

 
 

 

3.5.2 Youth and Elderly dependency 
 
Dependents can be defined as those outside of the 15 ï 64 year age brackets. As indicated 
in the following table County Monaghan and Truagh have a higher percentage of its 
population within the Youth dependency group than the National Average. However, Truagh 
is significantly. lower in the Elderly dependency than the national and county average and 
indeed among the lowest in the Border region. Such population statistics are highly relevant 
for the provision of services such as schools, crèches, playschools, playgrounds etc. for 
younger people and nursing homes, accessible community facilities and age friendly 
policies for older people. Figure 12 of the population pyramids below illustrate a favourable 
divergence from County Monaghan and Ireland in general. 
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Figure 12. Population Pyramids of Truagh, Monaghan and Ireland 
 
Table 4. Truagh Youth and Elderly Dependency compared to Border Counties and State 
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3.5.3 Households and Families 
 

Families and Children  
Table 5. Families, family members and children in families by size of family   Figure 13 

 

  
 

 Percentage of Truagh Parish by Size 
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Table 6. Family units with children by type of family and age of children       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are 562 families in the area representing 91.1% of the population and 922 children in 

total (including sons and daughters of all ages). A significantly lower than average number 

of families have just 2 members (31.85%, compared to the State (39.5%) and Monaghan 

(36.9%)). Consequently, there are much more larger families than average with 24.37% 

having 5 members or more. 24.6% of families have no children, compared to 26.8% in 

Monaghan and 29.2% for the State. 
 
There are 70 lone parents with 111 children of lone parents. This represents 16.5% of 
families with children and is significantly lower than the national average (25.4%) and the 
Monaghan average (23.6%). 131 of the households in Truagh are single occupancy. 5.94% 
of the total population live on their own. 
Table 7. Families by family cycle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

22 



Errigal Truagh Study and Strategic Plan 2019-2023 
 
 

  
Figure 14

  Percentage of Families by Life Cycle 24.56% of families have no 
 

    children at home, categorised 
 

    as pre-family (female is under  

  

Adult 
       

31.49% 
 

 

          45, 6.41%), empty nest  

            
 

  Adolescent     12.63%     (female is between 45 and 64  

            
 

 Pre-adolescent    9.79%      years, 10.68%) and retired (65 
 

  Early school     12.10%     and over, 7.47%). This figure 
 

  Pre-school    9.43%      has increased from 22.96% in 
 

  Retired    
7.47%      2011. 

 

            

  Empty nest    10.68%      This compares to the National 
 

  Pre-family   6.41%       average of families with no 
 

            

children at home of 29% and 
 

 0.00% 5.00% 10.00%15.00%20.00%25.00%30.00%35.00%  

 

27% in County Monaghan in 
 

    
 

            

2016. The largest variance here is in the pre-family category. 31.5% of families have an 
  

eldest over the age of 20, while the rest (43.95%) have the eldest child at various stages 
of childhood development. 72.6% of women over 20 years of age have had children. 
 
Table 8. Private households by type 
 

18.9% of householders are 
living alone. This is lower 
than the National Average 
(23.5%) and County 
Monaghan (23.7%). 

 
16.8% of households have 
couples who live together 
who do not have children 
which is lower than the 
National average (20%) and 
County Monaghan (19%). 

 
This is up slightly from 
16.4% in 2011. 
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Figure 15 Number of Households by Type 
 

One person 
 

 

     18.85%      
 

Married couple     15.54%       
 

Cohabiting couple  1.29%          
 

Married couple and children           43.88% 
 

Cohabiting couple and children   2.73%         
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Couple children and others   2.73%         
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Households  
Table 9. Private households by size 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22.4% of households in Truagh have 2 people residing, lower than the National average of 
28.6% and County Monaghan (27.1%). 10 households have more than 6 people residing. 
 
Table 10. Permanent private households by type of occupancy 
 

265 households in Truagh 

have a mortgage. This 

represents 38.13% of the 

occupied properties. 
 

12.51% of households are 

rented and 45.32% of 

households are owner 

occupied with no 

mortgage. 
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Figure 16

 Percentage of households by Type of 
Occupancy 

 
Owner occupied with mortgage     38.13%  

Owner occupied no mortgage      45.32% 
Rented from Private Landlord  9.78%     

Rented from Local Authority 1.87%      

Rented from Voluntary Body 0.86%      

Occupied free of rent 2.30%      

Not stated 1.73%      
        

0.00% 10.00%  20.00%  30.00%  40.00%  50.00% 

 

 
This compares with 36% 

of the households in the 

state being owner 

occupied with no 

mortgage and 31.6% with 

a mortgage. 
 
1.87% of households are 

rented from the Local 

Authority. This compares 

to 8.43% State average 

and 7.83% for County 

Monaghan. 

 
Only 15 households use Natural Gas (2.1%) compared to a third of households in the 
State. 81.3% use oil compared to the National average of 40%. The mean and median 
number of rooms in a house in Truagh is 6. 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 11. Occupancy status of permanent dwellings on Census night 
 

100 dwellings are unoccupied in Truagh. 94 of 
those are not for holiday purposes and can be 
considered ñghostò houses from the legacy of the  
2000s housing construction bubble. This 

represents 11% of the total number of dwellings 

and compares to 9.15% of the State average. 
 
 
 
 
 

3.6 Disadvantage, Affluence and Deprivation 
 

3.6.1 County Monaghan Deprivation and Affluence 
 
The Border Region is the most deprived region of Ireland, and Co. Monaghan is the fourth 

most affluent county within the region. Like any other part of the country, Co. Monaghan has 
been affected by the economic downturn after 2007, reflected in the drop in the absolute 
deprivation score from -3.1 in 2006 to -10.5 in 2011, recovering to -7.3 in 2016. 
 
This represented a drop of 7.4 in 2011, compared to a nationwide drop of 6.5. However, 

despite this the relative position of Co. Monaghan has significantly improved from the 28th 

to the 24th most affluent local authority area in Ireland. The county is not characterised by 

particular extremes, either with regard to affluence or deprivation, nor are there any strong 

spatial patterns with regard to the distribution of affluence and deprivation. 
 
Of the 70 EDs in Co. Monaghan, the majority (57) are marginally below average, 3 are 
disadvantaged while the remaining EDs are marginally above average (10). There is a 
slightly higher occurrence of disadvantage in the more urban areas of the county, including 
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Clones, Ballybay and Castleblayney, but the whole county is situated in the middle field of 
the overall affluence to deprivation spectrum. 
 
The 3 disadvantaged EDs are Castleblayney Urban District (-11.7), Ballybay Urban (-
12.22), and Clones Urban (-15.01). In 2011 these were borderline between ódisadvantagedô 
and ómarginally disadvantagedô. The most affluent EDs in Co. Monaghan are Glaslough 
(6.80), Killynenagh (6.19), Figullar (5.07) and St. Tierney (1.82). 
 
In 2016 there were 3 small areas with 646 individuals classified as very disadvantaged in 
Co. Monaghan (down from 743 people in 2011). The very disadvantaged areas were 
located within the EDs of Castleblayney Urban, Monaghan Rural and Clones. In total, they 

constituted 1.05% of the total population (61,386). 
 
In 2016 there were 7,255 individuals living in 34 small areas classified as disadvantaged in 

Co. Monaghan (down from 8,816 people in 2011). The disadvantaged areas were located 

within the EDs of Castleblayney (Urban and Rural); Ballybay (Urban and Rural); Monaghan 

Town (Urban and Rural); Carrickmacross (Urban and Rural); Clones (Urban and Rural); 

Crossalare; Church Hill; Inniskeen; Tullycorbet; Newbliss and Dawsongrove. 
 
In total, they constituted 11.82% of the total population (61,386), a decrease from 14.58% in 
2011. Thus, 12.87% of the population (7,901 individuals) in Co. Monaghan in 2016 were 
living in Small Areas that are Very Disadvantaged or Disadvantaged. 
 

3.6.2 Truagh Deprivation and Affluence 
 
Figure 17. Pobal HP Deprivation Map of Truagh Parish 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Truagh Parish comprises of 4 complete Electoral Divisions and three quarters of a 5th ED 
(Anketell Grove), and 8 small areas. The ED of Shanmullagh to the north West of the parish 
had a 2016 deprivation score of -9.20, just on the borderline with the disadvantaged 
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category. This is the 4th most deprived Electoral District in Monaghan in 2016. The 
ED scores poorly on unemployment and education. 

 

Figullar ED had a Pobal HP score of +5.07, which is the 3rd highest in County Monaghan. 

Contrasting from Shanmullagh, the ED scores highly on employment and education. Overall 

the parish of Errigal Truagh has a deprivation score of -1.65, marginally below average. 3 of 

the 8 small areas in Truagh are marginally above average (1.18, 4.09, 6.11); the other 5 are 

marginally below average; and none or either disadvantaged or affluent. Table 12 Outlines 

the individual statistics for the 5 Truagh EDs along with their worst performing small area in 

comparison to County Monaghan and the State. 
 
 
 

Table 12. Deprivation Scores and Components for Truagh Parish EDs, Co. Monaghan and Nationally 
 

Electoral Anketell 
Bragan Derrygorry Figullar Shanmullagh 

Co 
Ireland  

Division Name Grove Monaghan  

     
 

  

34049 
      

ED Refer. No. 34047 34054 34059 34066 (2016) (2016)  

  

Deprivation 
-1.66 -4.58 -4.60 5.07 -9.20 -3.23 0.24  

Score  

       
 

Total population 1,162 304 284 506 220 61,386 4,761,865 
 

         

Age Dependency 
36.51% 32.89% 34.51% 36.45% 37.27% 36.41% 34.50%  

Ratio  

       
 

         

Lone Parent 
11.25% 10.005 8.00% 9.50% 10.00% 17.80% 19.90%  

Ratio  

       
 

         

Prop. Primary 
18.50% 25.00% 25.00% 18.00% 32.00% 17.96% 13.00%  

Ed. Only  

       
 

         

Prop. 3rd level Ed 25.77% 22.16% 23.03% 32.94% 17.93% 26.07% 35.90% 
 

Male        
 

unemployment 9.66% 12.22% 10.53% 4.19% 18.75% 14.20% 14.10% 
 

rate        
 

         

Female        
 

unemployment 8.30% 8.45% 15.79% 6.61% 7.14% 12.93% 12.20% 
 

rate        
 

         

Proportion in LA 
1.15% 1.06% 7.14% 0.62% 0.00% 8.00% 8.70%  

rented Accom  

       
 

         

Households 
5.98% 4.1% 7.92% 5.19% 4.0% 14.68% 15.17%  

without a car*  

       
 

         

Persons with a 
8.18% 12.17% 9.15% 11.16% 9.09% 11.75% 13.51%  

disability*  

       
 

         

 

 
The relevant statistics that formulate the HP Deprivation scores are analysed through this 
Profile of area chapter. 1,354 people live in the below average small areas. The North and 

West small areas of Truagh have a particularly low score in the parish. This score was 

exacerbated by education, unemployment, disability, and age dependency. 
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3.7 The Economy of County Monaghan & Truagh 
 

3.7.1 Social Class, Labour Force, Unemployment & Education 
 

Social Class 
 
The changes in social class composition experienced throughout Ireland over the past 25 

years largely parallel those in educational achievement, with a gradual increase in the 

number of professionals and an even greater decline in the proportion of semi- and unskilled 

manual workers. At national level, the proportion of professionals in all classes rose from 

25.2% in 1991 to 40.6% in 2016, whilst the proportion of the semi- and unskilled classes 

declined from 28.2% to 14.5% over the same period. 
 
By comparison in Co. Monaghan, the proportion in the professional classes (29.7%) and the 

proportion in the lower skilled professions (17.0%) mark a class composition significantly 

below and marginally above the national average, respectively. Differences in the social 

class composition within the county broadly reflect those of educational attainment, with 

Bellanode ED and Figullar ED having the highest composition (39.34% professionals, 8.82% 

semi- and unskilled manual classes) & (37.89% professionals, 7.8% semi- and unskilled 

manual classes), and Clones Urban having the lowest (18.6% professionals, 30.5% manual 

classes). 
 
Parish of Truagh 
 
Table 13. Population by Social Class 
 

After removing the ñall 

others gainfully occupied 

and unknownò category,  
50.4% of the population 

are in the top 3 social 

classes with 5.58% 

professional workers, 

27.49% managerial 

and technical and 

24.24% non-manual. 

 

Figure 18   Population by Social Class 
 

!ƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƎŀƛƴŦǳƭƭȅ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘΧ    13.28%    

Unskilled  5.12%      

Semi-skilled   10.42%    

Skilled manual      21.48%  

Non-manual     21.02%  

Managerial and technical      23.84%  

Professional workers  4.84%      
        

0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 
        

 
are semi-skilled and unskilled is lower than the County average. 
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A further 24.77% are skilled manual and 12.0% are semi-skilled. 

5.9% of the population are unskilled and overall 13.3% of the total 

population classified as All others. 
 
The level of professionals is higher than the county average, while 
25.9% 
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Table 14. Population aged 15 years and over by Socio-Economic Group 
 

 
There is a slightly higher 
proportion of employers and 
managers in Truagh Parish 
(15.85%) compared to 
County Monaghan (15.1%), 
but lower than the National 
average (18.3%)).  
Other Professionals represent 

11.35% of the population, 

which is lower than the County 

Monaghan proportion (14.6%) 

and the National average 

(22.3%). Non-manual category 

is higher than the county and 

national average, and manual 

skilled are similar to the 

county and the state. 
 

Labour Force in Truagh 
 
The labour force participation rates (LFPR) refers to the percentage of people aged 15 and 

over that are economically active (includes employed/seeking work, excludes 
student/retired/home-duties/unable to work). County Monaghan has a high labour force 

participation rate; this is likely a function of its young population and the influence of the  
Dublinôs metropolitan area. In Census 2016, there were 29,380 persons aged 15 years and 
over in the Labour Force. Truaghôs participation rate is significantly higher than the County 
and National average, particularly with females. 
 
Table 15. Labour Force Participation Rate 
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Table 16. Persons at work or unemployed by occupation 
 

 

Of those in the labour force 25.85% are in professional occupations (compares to 26.24% 

for Monaghan and 35.7% for the State). Administrative and secretarial occupations (11.84%) 

is higher than the County and National average (9.0% and 10.0% respectively), Process 

Plant and Machine operatives (9.4%) and Elementary Occupations (8.36%) are lower than 

the County (11.62%, 9.98%) but higher than the National average (7.2%, 8.8%). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Table 17. Persons at work by Industry 
 
Over 1 in 5 of those at work in the Labour Force in Truagh are involved in Commerce and 

Trade, which is slightly lower than the National average but higher than the rate in 

Monaghan County (21.3%). Manufacturing industries have a higher proportion than the 

National Average (11.4%). A greater breakdown of the population by employment sector in 

County Monaghan is outlined in the Employment part of this section. 
 

County Monaghan Employment Structure 
 
Of all the census indicators used in the development of the Pobal HP Deprivation Index, the 

economic downturn after 2007 has most strongly affected the unemployment rates. 

Unemployment rates had broadly halved over the 15-year period from 1991 to 2006 and 

subsequently risen by 2011 to levels surpassing the 1991 levels. Nationally, the male 

unemployment rate fell from 18.4% in 1991 to 8.8% in 2006 and then rose to 22.3% in 2011. The 

female unemployment rate fell from 14.1% in 1991 to 8.1% in 2006. In 2011 it had again 
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nearly doubled, accounting for 15.0%. In Census 2016 the total unemployment rate had 
improved to 12.9%. 
 
Female unemployment rates have tended to be slightly below male unemployment rates but 

did not fall at the same pace during the time of the economic boom due to the increasing 

female labour force participation (i.e. reflecting the trend of increased female participation in 

the labour force with more women registering their unemployed status). The increase in the 

unemployment rates since the 2006 Census has been much more pronounced with regard 

to male unemployment, which rose by a factor of 2.5 compared to a nearly two-fold increase 

for female unemployment. 
 
During the growth period, unemployment rates for Co. Monaghan fell in a broadly similar 

way as the nationally prevailing ones between 1991 and 2006. Male unemployment fell from 

14.7% in 1991 to 7.8% in 2006, a drop of 6.9 percentage points (compared to 9.6 

percentage points nationally). Female unemployment declined from 13.1% to 7.6%, a drop 

of 5.5 percentage points (compared to 6.0 percentage points nationally). However, over the 

5 years to Census 2011, male unemployment in Co. Monaghan experienced an over three-

fold increase, reaching 24.3% in 2011. This compared to a national male unemployment 

rate of 22.3% in 2011 or a two-and-a-half fold increase since 2006. Correspondingly, the 

female unemployment rate more than doubled between 2006 and 2011, reaching 15.9%. In 

Census 2016, the Male and female unemployment rates declined and virtually aligned with 

each other with Male unemployment at 13.4% and Female Unemployment at 12.6%. 
 

Truagh Economic Status and Unemployment  
Table 18. Population aged 15 years and over by principal economic status 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 19 Population 15+ by Principal Economic Status 
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More than half of those in Truagh parish over the age of 15 are at work (58.14%). 11.21% 

are students, 9.12% are homemakers and a further 11.69% are retired. At least 9.37% are 

not at work due to being unemployed (5.31%) or having a disability (3.34%). These 

proportions differ somewhat to County Monaghan and Nationally, with those not at work due 

to unemployment or disability in Monaghan at 12.4% and the State at 12.1%, with the most 

significant variant parameter to lower this proportion being those at work, which is 

significantly higher than the national average of 53.43%. The significant variance in 

unemployment is analysed further below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Table 19. Population of the Labour Force by Work Status 
 

 
In Truagh 86.13% of those in the potential labour force are at work. 7.86% are unemployed while 

a further 1.06% are looking for their first regular job. 4.95% are unable to work due to permanent 

sickness or disability. The unemployment figures are significantly lower than 

 
 
 
 
Figure 20  Percent Breakdown of labour Force by Work 

 Status 
 

At work 
4.95%  

 
 

 7.86% 
 

 1.06% 
 

Looking for first regular  
 

job  
 

Unemployed having  
 

lost or given up  
 

previous job  
 

Unable to work due to  
 

permanent sickness or 86.13%  
disability 

 

 
 

 
 
 
County Monaghan (11.1%) 

and the State average 

(10.8%). The disability figure 

is also lower than the state 

average (6.43%) and the 

county (6.47%). 
 
 
The Labour force figures for 
Truagh are an improvement 
from the 2011 Census were 
77.36% of the potential Labour 
Force were at work, with 
16.85% unemployed, 0.8% 
looking for their first regular 
job and 4.98% unable to work 
due to permanent sickness or 
disability.  

Education 
 
There has been a continuous improvement in the level of education amongst the 
adult population over the past 25 years throughout Ireland. 
 
In 1991, 33.2% of the total population over 15 had primary education or no formal education 

only. This dropped to nearly half that level (18.0%) in 2006 and even further to 15.2% in 2011. 

In Census 2016 this figure was 12.5%. The rate for Co. Monaghan has fallen from 
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36.0% in 1996, to 24.2% in 2006, 20.8% in 2011 and 16.0% in 2016 thus closely 
reflecting the national downward trend. 
 
In 2016, 58.5% attained a full second level schooling, and 40.5% a third level or post further 

education qualification with 13.9% achieving a bachelorôs degree or higher. Younger people 

were significantly better educated than older members of society. Monaghan residents 

have lower levels of educational attainment than the State average. The County has a 

higher percentage of people with lower secondary school, technical/vocational qualification 

and advanced certificate/apprenticeship as their highest level of educational attainment. It 

has a lower percentage of people with bachelorôs degrees or post-graduate qualifications 

as their highest level of education. 
 
The age at which Monaghan residents cease their education tracks the national average, 

with two important exceptions: 6 percentage points fewer people in the County were found to 

be in education in the 21 years and over category when compared against the national 

figure and 2.36% percentage points greater people in the county ceased at under 15 years 

of age than the national average. 
 
Despite the considerable improvement at county level, there remain several rural EDs 

where still considerable parts of the adult population have primary education only. These 
are Shanmullagh, Mullyash (32%); Killynenagh (29%), Raferagh (28.5%), Clones (25.5%), 

Bragan, Derrygorry (25%). 
 
The reverse applies with regard to third-level education, which has more than doubled over 

the past 25 years. In 1991, 13.0% of the national adult population had completed third-level 

education. This grew to 29.1% in 2006 but increased by only another 0.1 percentage point 

to 29.12% in 2011. In 2016 this figure grew significantly to 33.4%. The proportion of County 

Monaghanôs population with third-level education has grown from 8.4% in 1991, to 20.8% in 

2006, 21.5% in 2011 and 26.1% in 2016. This 25-year growth is marginally below that which 

has occurred nationally (17.7 percentage points compared to 20.4 percentage points 

nationally). It also leaves County Monaghan trailing national trends by some seven-

percentage point with regard to higher education. 
 
At ED level, and again mirroring the situation with regard to the higher incidences of low 
levels of education, there are low shares of population with third-level education in Drum 
(12%), Clones Urban (16.3%) and Mullyash (16.6%). 
 
The educational attainment of Monaghan residents is likely influenced by the profile of 

available job opportunities. For employment reasons, many Monaghan born residents may 

choose to live in urban areas after completing their higher education. Educational attainment 

is greater in the urban parts of County Monaghan that experiences a high level of out-of-

county commuting and lower is rural areas that are associated with in-county working. 

Conversely Urban areas have higher rates of those whose education ceased at primary 

level. 
 
Education in Truagh 
 
The important educational function performed by the parish, for both the people of Truagh and 

its hinterland, is underlined by the fact that approximately 652 children between 4 and 12 

attend schools in the Errigal Truagh parish and within 5km South of its border with 

neighbouring parishes. School numbers are swollen by the influx from the rural hinterland. 
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Such a comparatively large number of pupils have implications for a range of rural issues in 
Truagh, notably pedestrian safety, traffic management and recreational provision. 

 
There are three main national schools within the Parish. Details of these are set out in the 

 

Figure 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
table below 

 
Table 20. Numbers Attending Schools Directly in the Parish 

 

School Name Location No. 

St Patrick National School Clara 37 

Knockconnon National School Ballyoisin 99 

Deravoy National School Carrickroe 66 

 
The townôs primary schools are located close to the main community hamlets of Clara, 
Ballyoisin and Carrickroe. In addition to the aforementioned schools there are a number of 
crèches/pre-schools spread throughout the Parish and hinterland. 
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Table 21. Population aged 15 years and over by Highest level of Education Completed 
 

 
In 2016, 19.9% of the total population over 15 had primary education or no formal education 

in Truagh as their highest form of education completed. This is higher than the county and 

national average but is down from 23.6% in 2011. 55.86% attained a second level 

schooling and 23.64% a third level education. These figures are 2 percentage points lower 

than the County average and over 13 percentage points lower than the national average. 
 
 
 

 
Figure 22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Table 22. Population aged 15 years and over by Field of Study 
 
Similar to the National average and County Monaghan, Social Sciences Business and law is 
the most popular field of study, albeit a lower proportion by 4 percentage points. Engineering 

is the 2nd highest preference and the highest among males. The following chart illustrates the 

proportions when the 54.5% not stated is removed. 
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Table 23. Population aged 15 years and over by age education ceased 
 
The age at which Truagh residents cease their education tracks the County Monaghan 
and national average, with one exception: over 8 percentage points fewer people in 
Truagh Parish were found to be in education in the 21 years and over category when 

compared to the national average figure. 
 

Commuting & Transport  
Roads 
 
The County Monaghan Development Plan aims to integrate transport and land use policies 
to provide a sustainable framework for the economic, social and cultural development of the 

county and its towns, within the national perspective as set out in the National Development 
Plan and National Spatial Strategy. 
 
The National Spatial Strategy identifies the N2 (linked to the M1 motorway) as one of nine  
Strategic Radial Corridors and a strategic priority to provide ñenhanced North/South road 
linkages through the Midlandsò. 
 
The Border Regional Planning Guidelines identifies four key road transport linkages in the 
region:- 
ü Northern Radial Route (M1/A1) 

  

ü Northwestern Radial Route (N2/A5) ï Which involves Truagh 
 

 

ü Central Radial Route (N3/M3/A509) 
 

 

ü Western Radial Route (M4/N4) 
 

 
Car Ownership in Truagh 
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Table 24. Table - Number of Households with 
Cars 

 
 

 

Figure 23 Number of Households with Cars 
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In Truagh, 6.03% of households did not have a car in 2016. This is significantly lower 
than the national average of 15.2% and the County Monaghan average of 11.8%. 
 
N2 / A5 Dublin to Derry Road Improvement 

 
The N2 / A5 Dublin ï Derry road is the national primary route linking Dublin with Northern 
Ireland and N2 Realignment the northwest. The N2 Clontibret to Northern Ireland Road 
Scheme proposes to upgrade approximately 28km of the N2 in north County Monaghan 
between the village of Clontibret and the border of County Tyrone in the parish of Truagh 
just South of Aughnacloy. 

 
The N2 in County Monaghan has been subject to a number of road improvement schemes 
in recent years, including: 

 

¶ The Carrickmacross Bypass (Opened in 2005)  
¶ The Monaghan Town Bypass (Opened in 2006)   
¶ The Clontibret to Castleblayney 2+1 Road Realignment (Opened in 2007)  

 
The A5 in Northern Ireland is proposed for upgrade to dual carriageway standard as part of 
the A5 Western Transport Corridor (WTC) Scheme currently being progressed in Northern 
Ireland. The proposed N2 Clontibret to Northern Ireland Border road scheme proposes to 
connect the N2 Clontibret to Castleblayney 2+1 Road realignment and the A5 WTC scheme 
in Northern Ireland.  
Public Transport 
 
Public transport plays a key role in sustaining the vitality and viability of rural communities 
as well as providing essential inter-urban links. 
 
Towns and villages along the N2 National Primary Route are well served by national bus 
routes operating the Dublin to Letterkenny / Derry route and private operators operating the 

Monaghan-Dublin route. However east-west routes and local inter-village routes are not well 
served by the national bus service providers. 
 
The Rural Transport Initiative is a Department of Transport programme that encourages 
innovative, community-based initiatives to provide transport services in rural Ireland, with 
a view to addressing the issue of social inclusion, caused by lack of access to transport. 
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Cavan Monaghan Transport Co-Ordination Unit currently provides transport services to 
rural areas, villages and towns across the county. Monaghan County Council supports this 

initiative and encourages the establishment of new transport routes by public and private 
operators throughout the county. 
 
Local Link 

 
Cavan Monaghan Transport Co-Ordination Unit CLG (CMTCU) was set up at the end of 
2014, as part of the national restructuring of the Rural Transport Programme by the National 
Transport Authority (NTA). Currently there is no Local Link routes operating in the Parish of 
Truagh. The nearest location with daily frequent service is Tydavnet village, 3 km South of 
Truagh Parish. 
 
Commuting Statistics of Errigal Truagh parish 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Table 25. Population Aged 5 Yrs. and over by means of travel to work, school or college 
 
In Truagh, 63.73% of the working population drive a car to work. A further 4.87% are car 
passengers. Less than 1% use public transport. 16.5% drive a van and 3.6% travel by foot. 
 
Table 26. Population Aged 5 Yrs. and over by journey time to work, school or college 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The mean commuting 

time is 22.5 minutes 

and the median is 21  
minutes. In total 111 commuters spend more than an hour getting to work, with 47 of 
those taking more than 90 minutes. 
 
Table 27. Population aged 5 years and over by time leaving home to travel to work, school or college 
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In Truagh 12.23% of commuters depart home before 7am to travel to work. This is 
lower than the County and National average. More than half leave home after 8:00am. 
 

3.7.2 Physical Infrastructure, Broadband Connectivity 

 
Broadband Coverage in County Monaghan 
 
In County Monaghan broadband coverage will be improved following the roll out of the 
National Broadband Scheme and the Rural Broadband Scheme to compliment fixed 
line broadband provision. 
 
The Planning Authority will have regard to the óTelecommunications Antennae and Support  
Structures - Guidelines for Planning Authorities July 1996ô, issued by the Department of the 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government, or any such guidelines which supersedes it, 
in considering proposals for telecommunication apparatus. 
 
Table 28. Table - Number of Households in Truagh with a Personal Computer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 2016 County Monaghan 65.7% of the population own a personal computer. This is 
lower than the national average of 70.8%. Truagh has a similar proportion of its population 
that own a personal computer (66.4%) as Monaghan at two thirds. 
 
Table 29. Number of Households in Truagh with Internet Access 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In County Monaghan 72.7% of households are connected to the internet. This compares to 
the national average of 78.5%. 86.7% of these households use broadband in comparison to 
the national average of 90.1%. 
 
In Truagh, 70.2% of households have internet access, with 87.1% of these households using 
Broadband. Similar to Personal Computer ownership, Truagh lags behind in internet access, 
despite the availability of the broadband network. 
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3.8 Health and Welfare 
 

3.8.1 Health & Wellbeing 
 
In Co. Monaghan, 53,785 persons stated they were in very good or good health, 

representing 87.6% of total persons. This compares to 53,426 persons in 2011, down in 

percentage terms from 88.3%. In 2016 this compares to 87.0% of total persons nationally. 

835 persons stated they were in bad or very bad health, representing 1.4% of total persons 

in this area. Again, this compares with 1.5% of total persons nationally. This is up from 

2011, were 796 persons stated negatively about their health (1.3%). 
 
In Truagh 1,962 people stated they were in very good or good health (90.46%) and 
10 stated that their health was either bad or very bad (0.46%). These figures compare 
favourably to the Monaghan and National average. 
 

3.8.2 Disabilities & Errigal Truagh Special Needs 
 

County Monaghan 
 
In County Monaghan, 7,184 persons had a disability in April 2011, of whom 2,821, 
representing 39.3% of the total, were aged 65 years and over. In 2016, 7,214 or 11.8% 
of the population of Monaghan had a disability. This compares to 13.5% in the national 
average. 
 
Table 30 Disability in County Monaghan by type in 2011 and 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Notable increases in disability types include Psychological or emotional condition, cognitive 

impairments and intellectual disability. 1,390 of those with a disability live alone. In total in 
County Monaghan, 5,148 live alone, 2,234 (43.4%) of these are 65 years of age or older. 
26% of the population over 65 years of age in County Monaghan live alone. 
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Table 31. Carers in County Monaghan by hours worked 2011 and 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 2011, 2,682 persons (1,045 males and 1,637 females) provided regular unpaid personal 

help for a friend or family member with a long-term illness, health problem or disability. 

21.2% of these provided care for more than 6 hours per day. By 2016, the number of 

carers had decreased to 2,589 persons. The ratio of people with a disability to carers is 

2.79 which is more favourable than the national average of 3.29 
 

Parish of Truagh 
 
In 2016 in Truagh, 210 had a disability (15.25%) and 105 were carers. This gives a disability to 
carers ratio of 2, significantly lower than the Monaghan and National averages of over 3. 
 
Area Coverage of Errigal Truagh Special Needs 
 
Errigal Truagh Special Needs operate several bus routes around north County Monaghan 
and services these routes every day. In Section 2.4.1 the Errigal Truagh Special Needs 
organisation was outlined in great detail. Below is a coverage map of their bus services to 
and from service usersô homes and their care facility. 
 
Map of Region of County Monaghan coverage of Errigal Truagh Special Needs 
 
 

This area covers 15 Electoral 

Divisions, 7 villages and the 

Monaghan town across County 

Monaghan (Emyvale, 

Glaslough, Tydavnet, 

Knockatallon, Scotstown, 

Ballinode, Threemilehouse, 

Monaghan Town). The Census 

2016 total population within this 

area is 18,571. This area is 

within 2 municipal districts of 

County Monaghan (Monaghan 

and Ballybay-Clones). 

 
Disability in Ireland 
 
In Census 2016, 643,131 people stated they had a disability. This represents 13.51% of the 
population, over 1 in 8 people, and an increase of 47,796 from 2011 when 12.98% of the 
population stated they had a disability. Overall from Census 2006, there has been a 
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significant increase in people with a disability, with 249,346 more people with a disability 
and the rate has increased from 9.3% in 2006. 
 
In 2006, the CSO conducted an extensive survey called the National Disability Survey. 

Including in the findings of this survey was a means of deducing the ñunseenò numbers of 

individuals with a disability that were not stated in the Census. A sample of 1,000 people 

who stated they had no disability were surveyed on disabilities. A significant number 

reported they had a disability on this survey which indicated that a multiplier is required 

on Census numbers. 
 
The ratio for intellectual and learning disability is 1.76. In Census 2016, 57,709 stated that 

they had an intellectual disability. This had increased by 15.4% to 66,611 by Census 2016. 
By applying the ratio of the NDS 2006, this inferred that over 117,000 people in Ireland 

have an intellectual disability. 
 
In Census 2016 in County Monaghan, 7,214 stated they have a disability which is 11.75% of 

the population. Of those, 811 or 11.24% have an intellectual disability. In County Cavan 974 

people in total stated they had an intellectual disability which is 10.24% of those with a 

disability. The national average rate is 10.36% and for CHO1 (Donegal, Sligo, Leitrim, 

Cavan and Monaghan) the rate is 10.49%. 
 
In the parish of Truagh the number of people who stated in the Census they have a disability 

is 210 or 9.68% of the total population. The CSO do not provide a database of type of 

disability on an intra-county level, but by applying the county average (11.24%) a reasonably 

accurate estimate of those with an intellectual disability can be deduced. Approximately 24 

have an intellectual disability and by applying the 2006 NDS multiplier of 1.761173 as 

outlined above, an approximate actual figure of 42 have an intellectual disability in the 

parish. 
 
As illustrated in the Truagh population pyramids and Youth Dependency section, there is a 
significant proportion of the population under 19 years of age. This presents both challenges 
and opportunities for the locality as more services are required for future vulnerable adults.  
Reversing the ñbrain drainò that has decimated the population numbers of the current 20-29 
age category is critical in ensuring more services are available in future. 
 

Errigal Truagh Special Needs 
 

Errigal Truagh Special Needs is a new build 
day care centre for adults with physical / 
intellectual disabilities. It has been specifically 
designed for the needs of the service users 
and staff to create a safe and stimulating 
environment. The centre also provides facilities 
for children with autism, specifically a multi-
sensory room and playground. The building is 
located adjacent to the Church and Blackvalley 
Resource Centre in Ballyoisin. This service is 
outlined in detail with extensive information in 

 

 
the 2.8.2 Disabilities & Errigal Truagh 
Special Needs section of this chapter. 
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The design seeks to create a home from home for services users, creating an environment 
in which their ability is nurtured. It has already enabled users to flourish beyond their 
expectations. The ease of movement throughout the building and when moving between 
inside and out has seen service users develop physically, whilst enhanced facilities such as 
the art and crafts room and multi-sensory room have aided their intellectual development.  

Conceived as a building harmonious to its 
environment, its form takes reference from the 
surrounding landscape. The undulating planes 
of the roof directly reflect the contours of its 
drumlin context creating dynamic spaces 
beneath.  
The creation of a building with a strong sense 
of identity for the most vulnerable in the 
community is key to the success of the  
project. The project was embraced by the 
community, the majority of funding 
sourced within the locality. 

 
The mass of the building is broken into two 

elements, allowing fresh air and light to penetrate deep within the building and provides 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
outdoor social and meeting spaces. The shift in plan defines a south facing rear courtyard, 
addressing the views, protected from exposure to the road. The day room is at the heart of 
the centre providing a constant source of reference when circulating the building. It 
occupies the space between the necessary, more practical admin and utility spaces from 
which staff members can passively monitor activity. Overall a clear layout and organisation 
of space ensure users require little effort to use and enjoy the building. 

 
Errigal Truagh Special Needs was founded in 
2001 after a group of parents / family 
members of adults with Physical / Intellectual 
disabilities as well as others from the parish of 
Truagh organised a meeting to assess the 
possibility of the establishment of 
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a social club in the area for people with special needs. This meeting highlighted that 
a number of adults were not availing of a day service and were at home all the time. 

 
It was decided that a committee would be 
established and pursue the possibility of setting 
up a Day Activation Centre in the parish. Meetings 
were held with the HSE to highlight this and the 
group were able to secure funding to open a 
centre. The local Heritage Committee agreed to 
rent a building and a local firm was engaged to 
transport Service Users on a return journey from 
their homes to the Centre. 

 

 
The group employs: 
¶ 1 Manager   
¶ 1 Nurse   
¶ 2 care assistants to work 19.5 hrs every week (Through FAS / SOLAS).  

 
The range of activities provided are: 
¶ Numeracy & Literacy   
¶ Computers  
¶ Arts and Crafts  
¶ Music and Drama   
¶ Physical Exercise.  
¶ Horticulture   
¶ Special Olympics  
¶ Road Bowling  
¶ Swimming   
¶ Going out for lunch once a week.  
¶ Pottery   
¶ Day Trips  

 
They also employ tutors for swimming, music and pottery. They have two tutors provided by 
the local VEC as well as others who give their time voluntary to help with cycling etc. In Feb 
2004 they moved to a larger building. In May 2004 after almost three years of fund raising, 
they bought their own bus and employed a driver. This was traded for another new one in 
2008. In June 2003 they formed a Limited Company. The Board is made up of seven 
members. Five are family members of an adult with a disability and two are from the wider 
community. The reason for this is that family members will always have control over what 
happens in the Centre. 

 
By 2010 they employed 6 full time staff and continue to have two CES and 1 TUS worker in 
the centre all of whom are very much valued team members.  
The group has a large and varied range of activities and three of their Service Users 
qualified for the All Ireland Finals of Special Olympics in Limerick in June 2010. They 
brought home 
¶ 1 ï Gold medal   
¶ 1 ï Bronze medal  
¶ 2 ï 4th place ribbons   

The ethos of the centre is to provide a home from home setting where they nurture 
the ability, not the disability of the Service Users. 
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They were deeply committed to building a purpose built centre and in December 2013 
received a HSE Lottery Grant of ú270,000 towards the new centre. They have the total 
support of the local community who supports them through many fundraising events run by 
both individuals and other groups, including GAA, local Foroige group, schools both national 
and secondary as well as the local pubs who have all held fundraising events to support the 
Errigal Truagh Special Needs. Details of the new building is outlined above. 
 
Errigal Truagh Special Needs Coverage Area 
 
In the previous section, the coverage area of Errigal Truagh Special Needs was briefly 

outlined. This area covers 15 Electoral Divisions in North County Monaghan. This includes 
the complete parishes of Errigal Truagh, Tydavnet, Donagh and Monaghan. The area is also 
inclusive of parts of the parishes of Clones, Drumsnat, Tullycorbet and Kilmore. 
 
The total population of the 15 EDs in Census 2016 is 18,571. 2,222 stated that they have 

some form of disability. Applying the averages as outlined above to these regions, 

approximately 440 actual people have an intellectual disability. In this area there is a higher 

youth dependency of 33.2% and elderly dependency of 21.0% than average. This suggests 

a future expansion of services to cater for those with special needs in the under 15 years of 

age category. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 24. Electoral Divisions of County Monaghan covered by Errigal Truagh Special Needs. 
 
The average Pobal Deprivation score for this area in 2016 is -2.12, which is marginally 

below the average of 0. This ranges from the ED of Glaslough in Donagh Parish (+6.8), to 

Shanmullagh in the North of Truagh (-9.2). Only 4 EDs have positive scores. The area has 

improved from an overall score of -3.2 in 2011. The population has grown by 20%, with 

Glaslough seeing the highest increase with a 31.1% in 15 years from 726 to 952. 
 
Lone parents ratios for the EDs in the region range from 7.5% to 29.4%. The national 

average is 19.9%. The ratios of those whose education ceased at Primary level at the most 

ranges from 14.5% to 32%. The national average is 13% which benchmarks this region has 

having a significantly high level of those who did not advance their education beyond 

primary level. Those who completed third level education range from 17.9% to 34.49% with 

the National Average at 35.9%. Overall the education standard in the region is significantly 

lower than the National Average. 
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The region also has moderate unemployment with Male unemployment ranging from 4.19% to 

18.75% (national average 14.1%) and female unemployment ranges from 1.88% to 15.79% 

(national average 12.2%). Local authority housing ratios are around average ranging from 0% to 

15.34%. Overall the region has relative deprivation to the rest of the country. 
 
The disability ratios for the 15 EDs in the region range from 8.0% to 15.56%. Tedavnet ED 
has the lowest and Monaghan Urban ED has the highest. 8 of the 15 EDs have over 10% 
of the population with a disability. 
 

3.8.3 Community Cohesion, Activities and Amenities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There has been a long history of community-led development with both the credit union and 
co-operative movements having their beginnings in the County. This continues to this day, 
with a large number of groups specialising in a variety of areas. Almost every large town 
and village in the County has a community group which is evidence of a high level of 
community organisation and infrastructure. There are also a large number of óspecialistô 
groups such as disability groups, womenôs groups, and youth groups. 

 
Community development is vibrant in the county. The majority of villages and towns 
throughout the county have a community centre providing a variety of services and 
opportunities for people living in the area. Community facilities are constantly being 
upgraded, expanded and developed to meet the needs that arise from year to year. 
 
In Truagh parish, there are 4 community halls/community meeting/resource buildings. 
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4. SWOT Analysis 
 
The SWOT Analysis was prepared through feedback from consultation process, 
desk research and through a planning workshop with the local committee. 
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5. Consultation Findings 

 

3 comprehensive public consultation surveys were undertaken as part of the planning 

process covering households/residents and community organisations. The following is a 

summary of the results of the 3 surveys. 
 
Household Survey Community Plan 177 responses  
Community Group Survey Community Plan 5 responses 
Special Needs Accommodation Survey 45  responses 
 
TOTAL respondents to surveys 227 

 

5.1 Household Survey Community Plan 

 
A comprehensive survey was carried out among the broader community in the Truagh 
area. This involved the completion of 177 questionnaires through the online survey facility 
Survey Monkey. The sample size is 12.6% of the total population that are 15 or over in 
Truagh giving a 95% confidence level with a 6.36% margin of error. This is a significant 
sample size for the purposes of this analysis. Householders were invited to participate in 
the survey through social networks and e-mails and a large representative group of all 
sections of the community completed the survey. This also includes manual entries by 
those who have no online presence. 

 
The following section provides and summary of the findings from the completed 
questionnaires circulated to the broader community in the area. A copy of the survey 
is included in appendix. 
 
Q1 Outline the geographic area within which you live: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are 4 main communities in Truagh. Ballyoisin / Knockconan and Carrickroe are 
categorised by Monaghan County Council as Tier 5 settlements with populations up to 200  
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people. Clara and Mullen are Tier 6 settlements, which are dispersed rural communities or 
hamlets. The largest response came from the small village of Ballyoisin with 40.34% of 
respondents. Carrickroe is second with 25% and Clara is third with 36 responses (20.45%) 
which is impressive for its population size. 15.34% of respondents are from Mullan. 
Q2 How many people are in in your household? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Half (49.43%) of households have 4-6 inhabitants with a further 34.1% consisting of 2 or 3 
persons. 8.52% of respondents live alone while 7.95% have 6 or more persons. There is a 
significant variance between this, and the census findings as outlined in Section 3.5 in 
Chapter 3 This is probably due to many type of responses that have more than 1 member 
per household participating in the survey. The average number per household in this survey 
is approximately 5, while the median is between 4 to 6 persons. 
 
Q3 What age categories are in your household? 
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84.75% of households in this survey have persons that are aged between 25 and 65 years 
of age. 15.25% are over 65 and 83.1% have members under 25 years of age. The manual 
entry of questionnaires assisted in boosting the over 65 age group to census proportions, as 
this age group has a lower online presence in web-based surveys. The average age in this 
survey is within the 15 to 25 age category, the census average for the parish is 36. This is 
probably skewed by the large breadth of years in the 25 ï 65 age group. 
 
Q4 How many years have you lived in the area? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Almost half of the householders have lived in Truagh for greater than 20 years (45.45%). 
14.2% of householders have recently moved into the Parish (less than 5 years). Also 14.2% 
have lived in the parish between 6 and 10 years. Overall, 71.6% have lived in the parish for 
10 years or more. 
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Q5 What additional or enhanced facilities or developments would you like to see developed in the 
area? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Respondents were given an extensive list of additional or enhanced facilities and 
developments that they would desire to have in the Parish. The respondents could choose 
more than one category. The most salient selection is Public Outdoor amenity area or 
walks with 60.12% of respondents choosing this category. Community Gym / Training room 
is second with 41.62% of respondents. This is closely followed by Sports Facilities with 
39.31%. The housing theme is involved in 3 categories which were almost equally selected 
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